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Agenda
Annual Meeting
Fjeldberg Lutheran Church
January 28, 2018
I.

Call Meeting to Order

II.

Opening Prayer and Hymn

III.

Approve Agenda

IV.

Approve Minutes of 2017 Annual Meeting

V.

Celebration of Ministry
a. Pastor’s Report
b. President’s Report
c. Youth Director’s Report
d. Treasurer’s Report

VI.

Committee and Task Force Reports
a. Update from Facility Task Force

b. Update from Cemetery Task Force
VII.

Audit Report

VIII.

Business Items
a. Motion for unanimous ballot/Elections
b. Budget
c. Synod Assembly Delegate

IX.

Installation of 2018 Council and Committee Members

X.

Closing Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

XI.

Motion to Adjourn

Minutes of Annual Meeting
Fjeldberg Lutheran Church
January 29, 2017
Call to Order — President Doug Allen called the 2016 Fjeldberg Lutheran Church annual meeting to order at 9:51 am Approximately 50 people were in attendance.
Opening Prayer & Hymn — Pastor Swanson led the congregation in two hymns and an opening prayer
Approve Agenda—Lorraine Hoffman made a motion to approve the agenda; seconded by Brittney Swanson. Motion carried.
Approve Minutes of 2016 Annual Meeting — Mark Hokel made a motion to accept the secretary’s minutes from the 2015 annual
meeting; seconded by Sue Erickson. Motion carried
Pastor’s Report—Pastor said it is wonderful to be here. Stewardship drive in November went well. Great flood of young people in
church.
Youth Director’s Report —Due to the changes in the community meal, the church is no longer in the red each week. It went from
being on the verge of closing to having an average of 70 people a week. The other youth programs (4-5-6, Confirmation, and High
School) also have increased attendance.
Presidents Report — Report stands as written.
Treasurer’s Report — Fjeldberg stayed within its 2016 budget. The miscellaneous expense had to do with pastor’s move and the
call process. We paid off our outstanding loan to the property insurance fund. No questions.
Update from Facility Task Force—Report stands as written.
Update from Cemetery Task Force—Report stands as written.
Audit Report—Blane spoke about the audit. The Audit Committee just met with Blane at the end of the year. They will provide the
report in the Outreach when it is complete. Question—Was a positive report? Yes, it was.
Business
Motion for Unanimous Ballot/Elections—Steve Quick made a motion to accept the ballot as written; seconded by Tim Erickson. Motion carried.
Budget—Motion to accept the budget as stated was made by Dan Eklund; seconded by Jan Nyhus. There was discussion about
the building/equipment line and mileage line. Building/equipment was increased to account for projects in the upcoming
year. Mileage was increased to include youth director and administrative assistant mileage. Also, ELCA mission went up
and the intent for upcoming support is 10%, so amount is based on estimate based on last year. No other questions. Motion carries.
Synod Assembly Delegate: Just an update. Doug will see if there are any council members would like to go. He will open it up
to the congregation if needed.
Installation of 2017 Council and Committee Members
Closing Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: Pastor Swanson closed the meeting with a prayer.
Motion to Adjourn— A motion made by Brian Quick to adjourn the meeting at 10:23 am. Motion was seconded by Mark Hokel.
Motion carried.

God Is Up To Something…

Confirmation Kick-Off
Faithful Friends Event

Lutheran World Relief Shipments — 74
Quilts; 120 School Kits

Prairie Fest

Junior High Mission Trip to Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Vacation Bible School

God Is Up To Something…

Meals from the Heartland

Family Fun Bowling Event

Joyful Bells at Fall Bell Fest
Children’s Choir

H.I.S. Choir Cantata—”Night of the Father’s Love”

Vacation Bible School
High School Mission Trip to Cairo, Illinois

God Is Up To Something…
Pastor’s Report
All of us at Fjeldberg Lutheran Church are privileged to be in the midst of great things that God is doing among us.
When I’m involved at church and connecting with you in these ministries, I grow in faith. And I hope you experience
the same. Let’s remember and celebrate some faithful moments.

All ages together: Sometimes, young people and adults are separated; not here! Fourteen adults helping with
Sunday School; nine adults as Confirmation guides; Faithful Friends has over 20 adults mentoring youth; eight adults
chaperoned mission trips; and every Wednesday meal has over 50 people. There’s even more, but you get the idea.
Brittney is awesome at creating opportunities and this whole church is awesome at being part of it. The body of
Christ is the gathering of people across all ages; and we live that truth really well.

Serving others: Christ served so we serve. We put on yellow T-shirts and did “God’s Work: Our Hands” Sunday.
Neighbors came out of their homes and thanked us for serving. We did Meals From the Heartland; served meals at
the YSS site in Des Moines; and gave care packages to the homeless. We worked on hunger with “Pigs with a Purpose” and ELCA Good Gifts. Sunday school kids have a ‘Works for God’ station every week. And by our giving, we
support missionaries, new ministries, new church leaders, hunger ministries, and disaster relief.

Pr. Erick Swanson

Rotation Sunday school: Christian Education took lessons-learned from the prior year and worked through the
summer to make Sunday school even greater. Brittney developed a year’s worth of ‘Works for God’ servant projects and lined up adult leaders and guides. During adult forum we had fun doing Bible story-time with the kids; and
then you responded by volunteering to be story-tellers in Sunday school. We nurture faith by: sharing the Word of
God, serving others, and building caring relationships.

Confirmation changes: The 7th & 8th grade youth are evangelists; every week this fall at least one friend has
come to Confirmation. Confirmation also moved to a rotation-model. Each week youth engage a topic four different ways: large group opening w/ prayer and video; an activity station; a make-connections station; and a Bible and
lesson station; ending with large group closing prayer. We also quadrupled the number of adult volunteers.

Wednesday evenings: It is so amazing to me that week after week 55-85 people come to church to share a meal
and be friends with one another. This weekly practice has done so much to impress upon my mind that the church
is PEOPLE gathered around a MEAL. This is both joyful and it is faithful.

Give praise and
thanks to God. It
has been wonderful
to share in Christ’s
service this year.

Speaking and Learning the Faith: Possibly my favorite churchy thing is talking and wrestling with you about
faith things. Is God a collection of rules and doctrines to follow? Or… Can the grace, mercy, and love of God speak
into each new situation? The “Saffron Cross” book study made us think about what’s truly at the center of faith.
The Sunday adult forum and Women of the ELCA Bible studies draw us into scripture and by your questions and
conversation I find my own faith being opened in new ways .

Mission trips: More than any other mission trips I’ve done, this year I was reminded: mission trips are hard. It’s
not always easy to see if we’re accomplishing anything. We struggle to know if we make a difference. Is that the
only reason we’re there? And I found my opinions being challenged. Should economic “success” be the main measure of a community? Are the people there required to like us just because we’re acting “nice”?

Easter Vigil: This was a big undertaking! Thanks to Brittney for planning and directing. But the total involvement
was huge! Forty youth came for weeks of practices. Adults brought lunches for the practices. Volunteers helped
with sets, props, lights and music. The youth personalized the theme, “Jesus sets us free”, with powerful posters
conveying the message. The Vigil made me think about the theme, choosing the Bible stories, the way we do communion, and the power of those posters. It worked faith in me. We tried something new and it was great.
Those are some, but not all, of the things that God has done among us this past year. Give praise and thanks to
God. It has been wonderful to share in Christ’s service this year.
In Christ’s Peace,

Pastor Erick

As God's chosen ones,
holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience.
Colossians 3:12

God Is Up To Something…
Report, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
As Director of Youth and Family Ministry I work closely with many different individuals, groups, and organizations to make sure that the ministries we have at Fjeldberg Lutheran Church are the best they can
be and that those ministries are what our youth and families need in order to grow in faith and build
connections with others. We strive to make everything we do faith-based, inter-generational, servantminded, loving and accepting for all.
There were several of the bigger events from 2017 that really stood out. The Easter Vigil included an
unheard of 40 youth participants and 5 adult leaders. There were two out-of-state mission trips with a
total of 25 youth and 8 adult chaperones attending. After both mission trips participants brought back

Brittney Swanson

stories of what they experienced and shared these in order to inspire others to live generously as Jesus
taught. “God’s Work: Our Hands” had over 80 people attend, ranging in age from 2 to 70 years, completing over 100 hours of service to our community in several different locations. Sunday School for the
elementary aged youth continued with a rotational style of classroom, with some additions for this year
that are working out very nicely. The middle school and high school aged youth and very involved in
community service activities every week. The number of youth and families participating on a weekly
basis has nearly doubled from last year. And this year 40 care packages, more than 60 coats, 50 blankets, and several totes loaded with necessities were delivered to homeless individuals living on the
streets in Des Moines .

Everything going on
at Fjeldberg has a
sense of life, hope,
and God about it.

We were involved in all of these larger events as well as a great number of our on-going “regular”
events. These regular events included: our youth-focused worship on Second Sundays, a staffed nursery, Wednesday Community Meals and Fellowship, Faithful Friend events, Confirmation classes, family
events, and several off-site trips. Together, these make Fjeldberg an accepting loving home for many
families. There is also a growing number of teens whose home church may be somewhere else, but a
portion of their faith connection and faith formation happens here, at Fjeldberg, and they belong and
they welcomed. Everything going on at Fjeldberg has a sense of life, hope, and God about it. The youth
are involved, families are participating, and everyone can tell God is up to something!
Moving forward into 2018, I plan to continue working hard and coordinating with as many of you as I
can to ensure that we make activities inter-generational, faith-based, servant-minded, loving, and accepting.
With joy in God,

Brittney

Therefore encourage one
another and build up
each other, as indeed you
are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11

God Is Up To Something…
Congregation President
Praise God from whom all Blessings Flow! I am pretty sure you have heard me use this phrase before. Since I
am at the end of my term as President, I am reflecting not only on this last year but the past several years. I will
start with the most recent.

God is definitely up to something at Fjeldberg! This past year has been full of new and exciting happenings at
Fjeldberg! I do not want to leave anyone out, but I do wish to mention a few. Outreach has become prevalent
through youth activities, congregational activities, and the efforts of committees. Financially, we ended the year in
a much better position than we have seen for years. Blane Thompson has done a phenomenal job of monitoring,
planning and keeping our financial needs in order. What a great time when at the end of the year, we at Fjeldberg
can decide to match funds for ELCA Good Gifts and make contributions to several ministries we support. Participation in youth programs continues to grow and share the Good News of Jesus. Our staff go above and beyond every
day. Pastor Erick, Brittney and Jan work countless hours planning and organizing to make certain our time is full of
Christ centered activities and conversations. Then, dedicated volunteers implement the many activities and willingly give of their time and talent. Christian Education and Youth Committees deserve a special, “Thank you!” for their
willingness to serve in what could seem like a never-ending endeavor. Music is a very large part of who we are at
Fjeldberg! Ruth continues to share her musical gift on a regular basis. Jan and Heather bring their passion for music
not only to the people involved in the groups, but to all who are able to partake in this joyful expression of God’s
word. Accompanist Paul has joined us to share his gift of music and delightful personality. So, you can see when I
say, “Praise God from whom all Blessings Flow!” we truly have countless blessing for which we give praise.
Now, for a short stroll back in time. Not long ago we had to keep reminding ourselves that: Everything will be okay;
God has this and we need to let God lead! The celebration of our 150th anniversary was a great opportunity to
“Remember, Rejoice and Renew”. The verse from Hebrews 12 “Let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith,” brought us out of the celebration with a vision for
the future. Just a few months later (okay, almost a year later) we welcomed Pastor Erick and Kristi into our community of faith to guide and teach us. Once again one of the many blessings that flow from God!
In closing, I say thank you to the members of this congregation that have trusted in the council and church leadership to carry out the mission and ministry here. The past years have been challenging, rewarding, frustrating, and
very exciting. All of which were blessings from God that allowed me to continue to grow in my faith! God has surrounded me with great people who willingly shared their knowledge, expertise, and support, moving us to where
we are today! I find peace in knowing God is in all of it! This ministry will remain strong and vibrant as we continue
to pray and listen to God who sent his Son Jesus to walk among us. Allow God to lead us on our journey to share
the Good News with all!
May God Bless Everyone!

Doug Allen
Congregation President

Doug Allen

Allow God to lead
us on our journey to
share the Good
News with all!

May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and
peace in believing, so
that you may abound in
hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13

Audit Report
The audit committee met with Treasurer, Blane Thompson, once at year-end and once at the new year to review the church’s 2017
financial reports. The audit committee reviewed the following supporting documents: monthly reporting to council, profit and loss
report, balance statement, South Story Bank statements and monthly statements from CD financial institutions. We found this
documentation to be excellent, clear and understandable information.
Business processes were found to provide the necessary internal controls.
We found the financial documentation to be in exceptional order.
The audit committee would like to thank Blane for his expertise, effort and attention to detail as Treasurer of Fjeldberg Lutheran
Church.
Committee members: Linda Eklund and John Wilson

God Is Up To Something…
Facilities Task Force
Co-chairmen - Larry Thompson & Gene Rouse
Sue Lande, Pete Hoffman, Bryan Manfull, Joel Preston
Dawn Mather (council rep) & Pastor Erick Swanson
— The committee has shared & updated information from previous facility committee reports and discussed the results with the
church council
— The committee has gathered needs/wants/suggestions from various committees and groups within the church (Christian education, music & worship, youth committee, social concerns, confirmation)
— The facility task force is currently putting these results together and discussing them with Haila Architecture.
Thanks to everyone for your prayerful support throughout the year.

Cemetery Task Force
During 2017, the Cemetery Task Force conducted a survey of the congregation, studied practices at other cemeteries, and received
input from the Cemetery Committee on usage of the cemetery and available space.
The result is a series of recommendations forwarded to the Council for approval at the February 2018 Council meeting. In summary, these recommendations are:
1.

that we do NOT purchase additional land for the cemetery; (Current space will meet our needs for 30-50 years. This may be
re-considered if the right opportunity presents itself.)

2.

that cemetery fees be increased to cover a greater share of the costs associated with caring for the cemetery; (This should
include a higher fee for the purchase of a burial plot and an additional fee for on-going care expenses.)

3.

that a written policy be established for the Cemetery Fund clarifying the purpose, procedures, control, and use of the fund;
(The Cemetery Care & Maintenance Fund Policy has been written and submitted to Council for approval.)

4.

that Fjeldberg Lutheran Church continue to budget for cemetery care in the annual church budget and that each year a calculated amount will be transferred from the Cemetery Care and Maintenance Fund to the General Fund to offset a portion of the
care expenses;

5.

that diligent efforts be undertaken to build up the Cemetery Care and Maintenance Fund;

6.

that a columbarium may be a valuable addition to the Fjeldberg Cemetery; (There is a growing preference for cremation. This
could be at the cemetery or in a courtyard area on church property.)

7.

that the Cemetery Committee prepare a written Cemetery Policy describing the operation and use of the cemetery.

God Is Up To Something…
Cemetery Committee
In 2017 the fence project was continued and completed. Through generous donations, the east property line was cleaned up and
the white fence on the north was continued south. It looks great.
At the Annual Meeting in 2016, a Cemetery Task Force was put in place to study the future of the cemetery. This Task force has
met and a report is being prepared.
Homer Kalsem, Dean and Diane Lande (and several of their families members) have been extremely helpful in keeping the cemetery looking appropriate. Flags are placed on Memorial weekend and July 4th weekend for our veterans. Chuck Helland stores our
flags and helps with snow removal at the cemetery. Special mention of appreciation for Henry Rumbaugh’s service and leadership
as sexton of the cemetery (he is retiring from this position, but will continue to assist with cemetery projects).
Funds for normal upkeep is provided through the church budget, while any projects monies are provided by the Restricted Cemetery funds (memorials) and donations. This committee appreciates these donations to assist in maintaining a beautiful cemetery.
Burials at the Cemetery: 5
Burial Plots sold: 0
Sexton: Henry Rumbaugh
Assistant Sextons: Homer Kalsem and Dean Lande
Committee Members: Leonard Foley, Brad Briggs, Dan Eklund, and Gary Fjelland
Council Representative: Mark Hokel

God Is Up To Something…
Christian Education Committee
Board members: Audra Schroeder, Krisi Preston, Stacy Polewik, Ashley Vaughn, Kristi Swanson.
Council Representative: Dawn Mather
Rotation Sunday School:
This summer Christian Ed worked with Brittney and Pastor Swanson to enhance our rotation Sunday School. There are four rotations: CCG (cooking, crafts & games), Promises, Bible story-telling, and Works for God. We set a calendar, selected lessons, defined roles, and created curriculum binders for each classroom. Brittney recruited guides and leaders for the year. Changes were
made to start-time, flow, and Children’s Choir to better use the 60 minutes each Sunday. The goal is to build a 3-year curriculum
using the rotation model. Then in the summer we recruit leaders and do needed planning and enhancements for the entire coming year.
Bible Story-Telling & CCG: These two rotations allow kids to pair the story with a related hands-on activity. Pr. Swanson selected
Bible stories from the Spark House curriculum. Kids listen to the stories, dress up, and then act them out. The crafts and games
connect to and build upon the story.
Promises: The Promises rotation lifts-up core Christian teachings: the Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, Books of the Bible, the
colors of the Church year, Baptism, Communion, and daily prayer.
Works for God: The Works for God rotation engages kids in doing God’s work helping others. Brittney designed the projects,
Thrivent Cards donated by congregation members funded them. The kids voted on projects and set goals of $305 for ELCA Good
Gifts; $500 for “Pigs for a Purpose”. They met their Good Gifts goal in early 2017 and the “Pigs for a Purpose” goal in May. Kids
decorated pigs to “sell” to members, exceeding the goal by $100. We celebrated with a pig party at the end of the Sunday School
year. They also did military care packages, May Day Baskets, and Valentines for Ballard Creek residents.
Sunday School 2016-2017:
In January, 24 Sunday school kids, 3yrs-12th grade received attendance awards in worship. Bibles were presented to in-coming 3rd
graders in the spring so they had Bibles for Riverside Camp in the summer. We ended the year in May with 2nd semester attendance awards and leader recognition awards.
Vacation Bible School:
The 2017 VBS theme was “Rooted” presented by Riverside Bible Camp Staff. Fjeldberg hosted. Fjeldberg and Palestine members
provided decorations, food, volunteers, housing for Riverside Staff, and children.
Sunday School 2017-2018:
The year began with “God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday, a fantastic way to get the whole congregation involved in serving others and
showing our youth that God’s work extends beyond Sunday school.
Middle & High School Sunday School:
Brittney combined middle and high school youth to focus on service projects through the 2017-2018 Sunday School year. She built
in times for the older youth to work with our younger youth in large group Sunday School fun days.
Choir and Christmas Program:
Heather Bristow develop a Children’s choir connected to our 2017-2018 Sunday School themes. The kids sing in worship each 2nd
Sunday of the month October through May. Heather, Brittney, Roberta Kling, and Terri Anderson worked with kids on a beautiful
reading and re-enactment of the Christmas story.
A Word of Thanks:
The Committee extends our deepest gratitude to Brittney Swanson, Pastor Swanson, and the volunteers that have served our
youth and been an example of doing God’s work. Handing on the faith is a joy!

God Is Up To Something…
Memorial Committee
Sue Lande, Chair (2018)
Darlene Kalsem, Secretary, (2019)
Celeste Allen, Member, (2020)
The Memorial Committee did not receive any requests for funds in 2017. They look forward to 2018 and will consider any requests
submitted to the committee for memorial purposes.

Nominating Committee
Members: Lynne Bickelhaupt, Tim Erickson, Patty Foley
Council Rep.: Mark Hokel
The Fjeldberg nomination ballot for 2018 was compiled and submitted following several considerations. Members due to come
off their respective committees were asked if they wished to continue in their positions. Some did in fact choose to remain,
committed as they were to their tasks. To them we are grateful for their dedication. We then considered the best persons for
the remaining positions, given their talents for the various ministries of Fjeldberg. To provide opportunities to members who
had not yet served, Pastor and members of the committee provided announcements of openings at several services.
The committee would like to extend its appreciation to those who have agreed to serve in various positions for the betterment
of our Fjeldberg church family. Our sincere thanks go out to those who have served in the past, continue to serve currently, or
will be serving on the council, a committee, or in an appointed position for 2018. Thank you!
The success of our church lies with those willing to share their time and talents. For those who have not yet had an opportunity
to serve, please consider doing so in the future. You will meet others in the congregation and enhance your spiritual growth,
working with others in our church family to promote God’s presence in our lives. May His blessings flow as we greet the new
opportunities and challenges of 2018!

God Is Up To Something…
Property Committee
Many small items were taken care of but not listed on this report. The bigger items are listed below.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The toilet in the ARK was purchased by Jackie and installed by Property Members. Three toilets in the Church were repaired by
Dave White Plumbing (men’s and women’s upstairs, and women’s downstairs.
Boilers are in process of being tuned up by Johnson Controls.
Property Committee helped with Clean-up day in the Spring.
We assisted Pastor and Council with adopting a Church Usage Policy.
The committee also coordinated treats for Sunday Morning Fellowship in December. Thanks in a large part to their spouses!
An A/C unit was purchased and installed in the Secretary’s office by Property Members.
Annual inspections of the Handicap Elevator & the Boilers were completed.
Snow Removal has been coordinated by the committee for winter 17/18.

These items need to be addressed by the new committee members:
Summer Lawn Care. Replacement of the North sidewalk. Janitor duties. And, items listed on the attached, “To Do List”. Which they
can reprioritize, remove, and add items to.
Todd Poots, Chair

Social Concerns Committee
Members: Food Pantry Coordinator – Jackie Rasmussen; Secretary/ Treasurer – Jackie Rasmussen, Jackie Fjelland, Jane Linn, Rowena Nord, Bev Shaeffer, Janet Stoll and Kathy Wilson (Council rep)
We prepared 37 Easter baskets for our clients and 48 holiday baskets for Thanksgiving/Christmas meals. Clients also received a
voucher worth $30.00 each time the baskets were distributed.
A number of community food drives brought in food throughout the year. Individuals, groups, churches, businesses, and classrooms (Ballard and North Polk) have also made contributions of food and money. As of the end of the year, our shelves are quite
full so the clients have a good variety to pick from.
Our clients can take items not only from our shelves, but also from a refrigerator and a freezer. This allows us to provide frozen
foods as well as dairy products, fresh fruit and vegetables, and eggs.
We put 17 mittens on the mitten tree. 15 members took all the mittens and were very generous with their giving.
Volunteers can sign up to work the Food Pantry by going to FLC’s web site and accessing Sign-up Genius. Everyone who volunteers
will need to undergo a brief training session, but the job of volunteering is not that difficult. Due to the large number of activities
on Wednesday evening, it can be difficult to find volunteers. A survey of our clients revealed they don’t wish to change the evening, so every volunteer is greatly appreciated!
Please refer to the Food Pantry Report for further information not only about the Food Pantry, but also about hunger among kids
in Story County.
Committee Secretary
Jackie Rasmussen

God Is Up To Something…
Stewardship and Evangelism
Business details were completed first by establishing our officers (chair Valerie Allen, co-chair John Wilson & secretary Roberta
Kling), reviewing our budget which covers a multitude of expenses i.e. kitchen supplies (paper products, coffee/tea, juice, etc.),
new member cake, assorted table decorations, offering envelopes, Simply Giving administrative costs, etc., a schedule for the Sunday morning fellowship refreshments was set for the year, the committee signed up (with the memorial committee) to provide,
serve and cleanup a meal during Lent, as well, maintaining the Free Little Library is also under our responsibilities.
Then we went to the Lord for direction. Our devotional was from the Gospel of John. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5
We reviewed that we were each called to serve God and His people on this committee (God’s committee), we will bathe
our work in prayer (not to operate under our own plan but His), and Seek His Holy Spirit whose constant presence abides
within us and by who’s power we live faithful to Him.
Stewardship; Steward = a person or group who acts as the surrogate of another or others, especially by managing property, financial affairs, an estate, etc. Stewardship = the responsible overseeing of something considered worth caring for and preserved.
Evangelism = the preaching or promulgation (to make known by open declaration; publish; proclaim formally or put into operation) of the gospel.
God is connected to us, He is active in our lives and here at Fjeldberg. In fact, God is up to something at Fjeldberg. Posters highlighting God’s work were make, you will find them around the church. A call was put out for folks to share their short story glorifying what God is up to in their lives or at Fjeldberg and the response was beautiful. Praise God for the brave folks who were bold to
share His connection in their lives.
This year this committee took over the responsibilities of the outside banner flags. Currently Kenny and Roberta Kling are heading
up the actions. Our committee used a $250. Thrivent card to purchase four new banners. Another $250. Thrivent card was awarded to supplement the fall stewardship campaign (Generous & Bold), A third $250. Thrivent card was given to us to buy a year’s
supply of Fair Trade coffee for the kitchen. Again, we praise God for stirring Thrivent to give back to God’s people.
The Lord is our Shephard we shall not want. We give Him thanks and praise for walking us through this year together.

Respectfully Submitted,
Valerie Allen

God Is Up To Something…
Worship & Music Committee
The Worship & Music Committee had an exciting start to the new year with the search for a new Organist/Pianist. Matthew Pollock was a pleasure to work with and we hope he is doing well in his new endeavors. After a search, we have welcomed Paul Van
Ryswyk as our new Pianist/Organist.
This year we also took the time to review the wedding guidelines. After much discussion, the wedding guidelines have been updated to more closely fit the structure that Fjeldberg believes.
The Worship & Music Committee has also ordered several new banners which can be seen in the church.
We did have the pleasure of trying a new type of worship service geared more towards our youth. After several weeks of this new
worship, it was decided that interest was not there to keep it going. We thank Pastor Erick for trying new ways to keep the youth
engaged in our church.
We want to take this moment to thank Heather and Jan for working closely with the Worship & Music Committee. Without their
expertise, our job would be more difficult. We would also like to take this moment to thank those committee members who are
leaving us this year and to welcome the new ones!
We are looking forward to the new year!
Respectfully Submitted,
Terri Carriere, Secretary
Teresa Dalton
Dianne Hotchkiss
Mel Vetter
Zach Swanson

Youth Committee
It’s been a fun year to look back on. As the Youth Committee it’s our job to provide opportunities for the youth of Fjeldberg to expand their faith through community and service. This year we shook things up with the way Sunday school volunteers can participate and saw increased participation. Additionally, our Faithful Friends initiative has allowed youth in the church a chance to engage with church members they otherwise might not, in general, strengthening our church community. A couple of other examples
that stand out include: the Lock ins, Wednesday night meals, the Backpack drive, Trivia night, and the Christmas program. To all
those who participated we thank you, and for those looking for an opportunity to participate we encourage you to join us in one of
our activities.

God Is Up To Something…
Huxley Food Pantry (and other information about hunger in Story County)

God Is Up To Something…
H.I.S. Choir
H.I.S. Choir is off to another great year at Fjeldberg. We began the year learning some new music which included a Christmas cantata. It’s a lot of hard work, but to experience the enhanced worship services through God’s word in music is worth it! We also
welcomed a new accompanist, Paul VanRyswyk has joined us and has transitioned into his position very nicely! We are 24 voices
strong and growing, which for me as the director is very exciting! We have more new music to share to finish out the year, and
have plans to purchase more scarves and ties to coordinate with the colors of the church year.
Heather Bristow, Director

Joyful Bells
What an exciting year! Several of the Fjeldberg Joyful Bells attended an Area 8 Spring Ring in Lincoln, NE March 24-25. October
21st eight (8) members of Joyful Bells were able to attend the Fall Bell Fest at Memorial Lutheran Church in Nevada, IA. We have
so enjoyed providing music for worship at least once each month and sharing in worship with H.I.S. Choir on December 17th with
several pieces provided by the bells and the choir presenting the Cantata, “The Night of the Father’s Love”.
We are delighted to have all positions in the bell choir filled and even have one substitute.
Thank you to all of the Joyful Bell Choir members for a very memorable 2017.
Jan Nyhus, Director

JOY Seekers (Just Older Youth)
The JOY Seekers is a group of Just 0lder Youth who enjoy Christian fellowship by participating in a variety of social activities
throughout the year. We usually meet on Thursday evenings about once a month. Participants take turns planning one monthly
meeting and then enjoy the fellowship throughout the year. In addition to the great activities we enjoy each month, we have ended each of the last three years with a visit to Hope Lutheran Church in West Des Moines to enjoy The Wartburg Christmas Concert.
Our group averages around 22 participants each month. We look forward to another great year in 2018 and encourage all to participate. We are always open to new participants and new ideas. Everyone is welcome!
Respectfully submitted,
Thelma Ness

God Is Up To Something…
Sewing Circle
LWR Shipments:
74 quilts
120 school kits
This year, 2017, with the help of 3 Thrivent card and monetary donations we were able to purchase batting, quilt fabric, and other
sewing supplies. Thrivent cards were also used in the purchase of school supplies for kits. Fjeldberg youth helped with the packing.
If you would like to help sewing and tying quilts, we meet most Tuesdays in the Fellowship Hall at 1pm.

God Is Up To Something…
WELCA (Women of the ELCA)
WELCA Board
Sharon Hitz-Treasurer, Marilyn Greene, Thelma Ness
PURPOSE: As a community of women created in the image of God, called to
discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we
commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one
another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote
healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.
The Gather Bible study group met monthly for the Bible study from the Gather magazine. Pastor led this group. The group did not
meet in the summer. The Bibles and Brunch Group met at homes during the summer months. The June study was "Say Goodbye
to Nice" from the Gather magazine. The July study was "Why Do We Pray in Jesus Name?". The August study was "What About
Finger Prayer Labyrinths?" Samples of the labyrinths were shared that Ardy Hinds had received at the Triennial Convention in Minneapolis. The Rebekah group will start up again if there is interest by working women or mothers with small children that could
meet either in an evening or during the Sunday School Hour.
The Spring Cluster I Gathering was held at St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Madrid on May 6, 2017. The program was
Quilts of Valor. The speaker was Vicki Swensen from Nevada who has been involved since the beginning of this outreach project to
military veterans. Patriotic music added to the program focus. The Fall Cluster I Gathering was hosted by Bethesda Lutheran
Church in Ames on September 30, 2017. The theme was Katie Luther. The speaker was Pastor Bonnie Parker. She gave an extensive talk on the life of Katie Luther and all of her contributions during the Reformation Period. Marita Rouse of Fjeldberg gave a
greeting and spoke of the work of the Southeastern Synod of Iowa . She represented the Synod Council. Thank you to Marita for
being a member of the Council. These Cluster I Gatherings in the spring and fall of each year are part of the work of the Southeastern Synod. Fjeldberg is one of the 13 churches within Cluster I.
In order to be more inclusive and to encourage more to be involved in service and fellowship, we continue using the organization
of five Service Committees. This keeps the events here at Fjeldberg moving at a smooth pace. Members have been called to provide cakes and salads for funerals and cookies for various coffees and events. The Service Committees #1 through #5 provided
coffee and treats for the month of June as we now have each church committee take a certain month.
The Sewing Circle met on Tuesday afternoons and made a quantity of quilts, and packed school bags. We continue to fill a good
number of school bags each year. Lutheran World Relief shipments of quilts, health kits, and school kits were sent in April and
October.
THANK YOU TO ALL who contributed to the Project Offering in March, or the Thank Offering in November. The funds support
many missions at home and abroad.
THANK YOU TO ALL who made coffee, served, and/ or brought the goodies that everyone enjoyed during Fellowship Hour.
The WELCA Board made the decision to disperse funds in the similar amounts as we did the previous year. We continue to be
open to ideas for additional Bible Study Groups, Projects, or Money Raising Events. Please contact anyone on the Board with your
ideas. We are thinking of a possible Knitting Group. ELCA has neat resources for such extra groups and projects that we have not
tapped into as yet.
Three goals for WELCA are:
to encourage participation in Bible Studies
increase attendance at the spring and fall Cluster I Gatherings
come up with ideas for possible money making projects

We Believe

We Love
Fjeldberg WELCA

We Serve

Bethany Life Communities Delegates’ Report
The annual meeting of Bethany Life Communities was held on April 27, 2017, at the main Households of Bethany campus in Story
City.
Betsy Warburton, CEO, provided an update on the year’s activities and the financial report. The construction has been completed
and the residents and staff are enjoying their new surroundings. The goal of the new construction is to provide a home like setting
with under twenty residents living in each “house”. When in Story City take time to check out the beautiful home that has been
created for those who need help with their daily living.
The annual meeting of the Bethany Foundation, which is the fundraising arm for Bethany Life Communities, was also held. The
Affordables in Story City, which is operated by the foundation, continues to provide financial resources to Bethany through the sale
of used furniture, household items and clothing.
The meeting closed with prayer from the Chaplain Sandy Anenson.
Cathy and Don Rimathe
Bethany Life Delegates

Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp Delegate’s Report
The annual meeting of Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp was held on February 12, 2017. Board president Rachel Gustafson called the
meeting to order and Board Member Sherry Maakestad provided an opening devotion.
Director Dave McDermott welcomed everyone to the meeting. The agenda and the minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting were
approved. Dave introduced the Riverside staff members and Board Members who were in attendance and thanked them all for
their service. Treasurer Kim Muller gave the financial report. The report indicates that Riverside is in good shape financially. Staff
are diligent in keeping costs down. Donations from camp supporters are always important, please remember them in your giving.
Board President Rachel Gustafson gave her annual report. Things are looking good at Riverside; year-round and summertime staff
do a great job of taking good care of the camp. The new pool was well received during the summer of 2016, we are thankful for
everyone who made it possible.
Dave McDermott gave the director’s report. He expressed gratitude for individuals and congregations who support Riverside. God
has been faithful in providing for the camp’s needs.
Riverside Program Staff led the group in songs of worship and praise, reminding us all of the Riverside mission: to know Jesus
Christ and to make Christ known to all.
During the 2016 summer camping season there were 1708 summer campers and 800 day campers at 22 day camp congregations.
A number of retreats for adults and families were also held, serving 55 at the women’s retreat, and 26 couples at the marriage
retreat.
Nominations were received and new board members were elected by a unanimous vote.
During the 2016 year, our congregation donated $300 to the camp, and $50 was donated by WELCA. 14 summer campers attended a week of camp and 1 youth enjoyed a weekend recharge event.

Tim & Sue Erickson,
Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp Delegates

Madrid Home Communities Report
(Madrid Home is owned by 27 Churches, including Fjeldberg)
The Madrid Home annual meeting was held March 16, 2017 Dinner was served in the main dining room followed by the annual
meeting in Sandborn Chapel.
The following reports were presented for the annual year 2016:
William Britton, Chairman’s Comments and Report
Debi Weddell-Schutt, Board Secretary
Marita Rouse, Board Treasurer
Rhonda Hill, Report of Board of Director’s Activities
Keith Kudej, CEO
Various Other Reports-Directors and Madrid Home Personnel
Following is a summarization of some of the items covered at the annual meeting:
•

Achieved a CMS 5-Star rating for quality measures and a 4-Star rating for staffing, although unfortunately the overall rating still
remains a 2-Star due to inspection results.

•

The Madrid Home received over $111,000 in donations, including fundraising, trusts wills and estates to help continue the
ministry of service. The total includes $56,850 given specifically for the ACTS fund. ACTS funds are used to serve those individuals who, through no fault of their own are unable to pay the cost of services and are not eligible for full payment through the
government welfare programs.

•

Pre-audit year end numbers show that in 2016 the Madrid Home finished the year with a significant deficit of over $925,000,
which is directly related to low census in the nursing home. A rate increase was implemented in 2017.

•

Made progress toward developing a strategic partnership with Western Home Communities to help reposition the Madrid
Home and remain competitive in the manage care environment.

•

Continue working into 2017 on developing plans for Independent living in the Ballard Creek and Cedars campuses.

•

Begin planning into 2017 for the replacement of the nursing home in Madrid with cottage style nursing homes on the Ballard
Creek and Cedar campuses.

The Madrid Home has three facilities:
•

Main Home in Madrid providing long and short-term care for various ages. Attached to this facility plus the Golden Terrace
apartment complex are several apartments which offer the features and benefits of the facility while maintaining an independent lifestyle.

•

Ballard Creek Community Assisted Living in Huxley.

•

The Cedars Assisted Living on Highway 17 north of Madrid.

Ballard Creek here in Huxley makes excellent homes for seniors needing some assistance. The overall satisfaction of the residents
is very high. Ballard Creek is a real asset to our community and has been the home to several of our Fjeldberg Church family. Marita Rouse of our congregation is a current member of the Madrid Home Board of Directors.
David and Verda Tesdall, Delegates

Waldorf University Delegate’s Report
Great things are happening at Waldorf University. The Hanson Fine Arts Center is currently being built. It is a joint effort with The
City of Forest City, Forest City High School, and Waldorf University. The building will be a place for the community to showcase the
fine arts of the area. It will include an auditorium, banquet rooms, and an art gallery.
The university had a very successful year. Their Reaffirmation of Accreditation took place and Waldorf received a very clean review.
There was also a review from the Department od Education and that review came back clean as well. There are two new masters
programs being offered at Waldorf. They are Education and Health Care Management.
There was a record graduation for Waldorf this past May. 748 students (on campus and on line) graduated. The enrollment is up
this year, for a total of 3600. 600 of these students are on campus.
Campus Ministry is going very well. Chapel is held on Wednesday nights, and approximately 150 attend the service. There is also a
Monday night Worship that is well attended. There are also small groups, off-campus activities, a student outreach to those students on campus, and a mission trip during spring break.
Waldorf University family is more than the university. It is the north Iowa community, alumni, and the congregations that support
it.
Ruth Lee and Bill Norris
Waldorf University Delegates

World Team—Tjernagel Mission Report
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved,
a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
II Timothy 2:14
One of the things that we work very hard at doing in Spain is raising up other national workers so that the work of making disciples
will continue even when we´re not around. This last year was a milestone for our team as we completed the first three-year training cycle of our seminary to help prepare more Spanish leaders. Seminaries are a dime a dozen in the United States, but where we
live, our small Biblical training school is the only seminary in our entire region of over 1.5 million people. Here´s some interesting
facts how God has worked through the school that we call SETMEX (Seminario Evangélico de Teología y Misiones en Extremadura):
1) This school is a result of over 20 years of praying and planning of World Team missionaries. One of our biggest requests of
God was that He provide a Spaniard to lead the seminary. Well, He did it!! Miguel Ángel Caja is now a part of our missionary
team and leading the seminary as he also pastors a church!! Please ask God to give him wisdom and strength as he has a lot on
his plate.
2) Because most Spaniards can´t afford to leave their home and job (unemployment in our region is still hovering around 30%) to
go get Biblical training, they need something nearby that allows them to keep their current job and care for their family.
Therefore, we meet once a month for an all-day session on a Saturday. By the end of the day, their minds are fried, but their
hearts are full of joy for the concepts they have learned from God´s Word.
3) We have several students that have only studied in the public school until 5th or 6th grade. To see these people work so hard
and to grow so much is really humbling to me. Pray for confidence for these students as some of them basically learned to
read by reading the Bible while being discipled by missionaries or other Spanish believers.
4) On the other hand, we have several doctors studying in our school who have so much responsibility and work many hours.
I´m so humbled by their commitment to make time to study God´s Word to prepare for ministry. One of these doctors, Seve
Martin, just finished our first 3-year cycle and graduated. I´m encouraging him to take over the classes that I teach because he
is a much better Bible teacher than me! Again, pray for confidence for Seve as he leads our church and is now considering
teaching in our seminary.
So, thank you so much for your support, gifts and prayers for our ministry to raise up new leaders for God´s Kingdom in Spain.
Please pray that God would continue to build up more workers who are passionate about their faith and “who correctly handle the
word of truth.” We could never do this without you backing us!! Tim and Paula Tjernagel
PS. Please come meet some of these Spaniards that I´ve written about above in our “See the Son” Conference June 2-9, 2017 in
Madrid and Badajoz, Spain. We’d love to have a few of you come to participate with us in this great time of seeing God´s mission
in Spain more closely!
Tim and Paula Tjernagel

Ballot 2018
President (1 year)
(Vote for one)
_____ Merle Rasmussen
Vice President (1 year)
(Vote for one)
_____Tim Erickson
Treasurer (1 year)
(Vote for one)
_____Blane Thompson
Secretary (1 year)
(Vote for one)
_____Kathy Wilson
Council (3 years)
(Vote for two)
_____ Mike Colvin
_____ Marita Rouse
Audit (2 years)
(Vote for one)
_____ Mark Hokel
Cemetery (2 years)
(Vote for two)
_____ Dave Halverson
_____ Jerald Ness
Christian Education (2 years)
(Vote for three)
_____ Preston Poots
_____ Heather Swan
_____ Zach Swanson
Nominating (1 year)
(Vote for six)
_____ Patty Foley
_____ Harold Lande
_____ Krisi Preston
_____ Anne Quick
_____ ________________________
_____ ________________________

Property (2 years)
(Vote for four)
_____ Joel Preston (1 year)
_____ Art Hitz
_____ Mark Hokel
_____ Steve Quick
Social Concerns (2 years)
(Vote for two)
_____ Valerie Allen
_____ Jane Linn
Stewardship/Evangelism (2 years)
(Vote for four)
_____ Sharon Erickson
_____ Bill Norris
_____ Peggy Wilson
_____ ________________________
Youth (2 years)
(Vote for two)
_____ Kevin Thompson
_____ ________________________
Worship & Music (2 years)
(Vote for one)
_____ Doug Allen

Appointed Positions
Cemetery Sexton – Leonard Foley
Assistant Cemetery Sextons –
Homer Kalsem and Dean Lande
Altar Guild – Tami Manfull, Sheila Norris
Waldorf Lutheran College Foundation –
Bill Norris, Ruth Lee
Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp –
Tim and Sue Erickson
Bethany Life Communities –
Don and Cathy Rimathe
Madrid Home Communities –
Dave and Verda Tesdall
Financial Secretary – Anne Quick
Food pantry Coordinator – Jackie Rasmussen

