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Minutes of Annual Meeting 

Fjeldberg Lutheran Church 

January 28, 2018 
Call to Order:  President Doug Allen called the 2017 Fjeldberg Lutheran Church annual meeting to order at 10:10 am Approxi-
mately 52 people were in attendance. 

Opening Prayer & Hymn:  Pastor Swanson led the congregation in opening hymns and an opening prayer 

Approve Agenda:  Mark Hokel made a motion to approve the agenda; seconded by Lorraine Hoffman.  Motion carried. 

Approve Minutes of 2017 Annual Meeting:  Steve Quick made a motion to accept the secretary’s minutes from the 2015 annual 

meeting; seconded  by Bill Norris.  Motion carried 

Pastor’s Report:  Report stands as written.  Pastor loves how we integrate all ages within our programs and is delighted with the 

leadership of the church. 

Presidents Report:  Report stands as written.  He appreciated the opportunity to share in God’s work at Fjeldberg. 

Youth Director’s Report:  Stands as written.  A lot of Fun, Faith, and Fellowship.  The service work done by the youth has helped 

20+ both local and worldwide.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Financial documents were highlighted.  Giving was wonderful.  Personnel was within budget.  He went over 

any variances in the budget.  On the benevolence side: Fjeldberg gave 10% for ELCA.  We also had extra end of the year: $1000 

good gifts (we matched the congregation’s first $1000), $500 world hunger (matched by ELCA) $500 to Riverside, $500 Campus 

Ministry, $500 prison ministries.  No questions. 

Update from Facility Task Force:  Pete Hoffman gave a brief history of committee/talking about needs/data gathering.  The task 

force believes it needs to consider several items: church location (off-site vs on-site), remolding of sanctuary and possibly over-

flow/multi-purpose space, music component, entrance renovation.  Their next step is to meet with an architect.  No questions. 

Update from Cemetery Task Force—Task force has a report in meeting packet.  TJ Bangs gave a brief summary of the report.  

Recommendation are going to the council at the February meeting.  Questions: Brittney asked about non-member plots.  TJ is not 

sure about this.  The recommendations that are going to the council recommend that there be a written policy about this.  In the 

past, the practice has been that you need a connection to Fjeldberg. 

Audit Report:  John spoke about the audit.  The Audit Committee met with Blane,  They said the number look great and that Blane 

does a great job.  Jan Nyhus made a motion to accept the audit report, seconded by Mark Hokel.  Motion carried. 

Business 

Motion for Unanimous Ballot/Elections—Anne Quick asked about some of the committees not having a full slate and if this 

was ok?  Yes it is.  They can be filled internally if needed.  Steve Quick made a motion to accept the ballot as written; se-

conded by Dan Eklund.  Motion carried. 

Budget—Motion to accept the budget as stated was made by Sue Erickson; seconded by Patty Foley.  No questions.  Motion 

carries. 

Synod Assembly Delegate:  If there is anyone interested they can let someone on the council know. 

Installation of 2018 Council and Committee Members 

Closing Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Pastor Swanson closed the meeting with a prayer. 

Motion to Adjourn:  A motion made by Don Rimathe to adjourn the meeting at 10:53 am. Motion was seconded by John Wilson.  

Motion carried. 
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God Is Up To Something… 
 

Meals from the Heartland 

Stewardship Event 

Quilts & School Kits 
Vacation Bible School 

Prairie Fest Parade 
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God Is Up To Something… 
 

H.I.S. Choir 

Children’s Choir 

Joyful Bells at Ballard Community Christmas Concert 

God’s Work Our Hands—Huxley Clothes Pantry 

God’s Work Our Hands—Huxley Parks 

God’s Work Our Hands—Huxley  Food Pantry 
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God Is Up To Something… 
 

Pastor’s Report 
Jesus Christ is Lord!  And because of Jesus, the Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlivens, and makes holy this gathering of 

people called “the church”.  In all we do, big or small — in worship, in our gatherings, and our serving— Christ is 

here and the Spirt stirs us to faith, hope, and love.  Let’s recall what God been up to at Fjeldberg. 

A worshiping community:  We are first and most importantly a people who worship Jesus.  We do worship well 

at Fjeldberg and I want to recall a few.  During Lent, area pastors rotated among congregations.  It was good for us 

to know each other in our worship.  The Easter Vigil, themed “Love is Greater”, was a powerful dramatic presenta-

tion of Christ’s love offered by our youth.  For five weeks in October and November our Stewardship Celebration 

lifted-up stories of Fjeldberg ministries.  We were reminded of our joy and purpose in the faith.  The Thanksgiving 

community worship was moved back into a church setting.  In December we hosted the Blue Christmas, acknowl-

edging our hurts and proclaiming the hope Christ brings.  And in December we had the Christmas choir cantata and 

the bells.  Our musicians and directors have tremendous gifts and do so much to enrich worship. 

We hand on the faith:  In November we received fifteen new members; there were seven baptisms this year; and 

ten young people were confirmed in the faith.  We have fifteen students in Confirmation this fall and twenty ele-

mentary aged youth in Sunday school.  Early in the year the adult Sunday school was a “Bible Basics” overview of 

much of the Bible.  A separate study explored the Old Testament prophets.  We take seriously our calling to hand on 

the Good News of Jesus to others. 

We are sent to serve:  Our food pantry, open every Wednesday, also provides a hot meal for anyone who comes.   

September’s “God’s Work;  Our Hands” Sunday got us into our community at the parks, food pantry, clothes pantry, 

and other places to help our neighbors.  We volunteered with YSS to:  serve at a meal site in Des Moines, do a work 

day at their housing site, and donate tie-blankets.  Twenty three youth and chaperones participated in our summer 

mission trip to South Dakota and to Lakeside Camp.  The quilters made over 60 quilts and assembled over 100 

school kits for Lutheran World Relief.  In September we did Meals From the Heartland.  We did “Houses for Hou-

ston” for hurricane disaster response, which even got featured in the Thrivent Financial magazine.  And at Christmas 

we give ELCA Good Gifts.  And there are more areas of serving beyond these. 

We give thanks for God’s servants:  This fall Ruth Lee decided that she would retire from being our organist/

musician.  In November we celebrated and gave thanks for her 70-plus years of serving.  She has blessed and hon-

ored us in her music and her faithfulness.  We are thankful to God for what she has given and continues to give.  

Earlier in the year Brittney stepped down as our Director of Youth and Family Ministry to become the new Executive 

Director at Lutheran Lakeside Camp in Spirit Lake.  It was hard saying farewell to such a vibrant presence in this 

congregation.  In July we were very fortunate to welcome Fred O’Dell as our new Director of Youth and Family Min-

istry.  Fred will build upon the youth ministry story that has been a mark of Fjeldberg Lutheran for so long. 

Moving Forward in Faith:  I am very aware of the need to push ahead with making improvements to our build-

ing.  The Facility Task Force completed their feasibility review this past year.  They have concluded that it is indeed 

feasible and more cost effective to remain at our present site.  They also concluded that whatever we do, the objec-

tives must be:  welcoming/hospitality; a good worship space; youth/family friendly; supporting our servant minis-

tries; and being responsible stewards in the decisions we make.  It is important for us to push ahead.  

Friends, I enjoy being your pastor.  You invite me into your conversations.  We share in friendly fellowship.  We 

serve others.  We form people in the faith.  We explore who this God is or where God is leading.  In our worshiping, 

serving, and growing together there is a profound faith experience.  This is where Christ is found. 

In Christ’s Peace,   Pastor Erick 

We are first and 

most importantly 

a people who 

worships Jesus. 

Pr. Erick Swanson 

As God's chosen ones, 

holy and beloved, clothe 

yourselves with compas-

sion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience.  

Colossians 3:12 
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God Is Up To Something… 
 

You are the light of the 

world … let your light 

shine before others, that 

they may see your good 

deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:14-16 

Without a doubt, 

the Spirit is on 

the move here at 

Fjeldberg. 

Fred O’Dell 

When I started at Fjeldberg, I really wasn’t sure what to except. I would be mov-

ing myself and my family to a new church and a new community. The kids would be 

starting at a new school district. Moving into a new community, a different ministry, and 

a different role can be a scary thing. However, I was met with open arms and a great 

community. Here at Fjeldberg, we are continuing a legacy left by all our previous Youth 

Directors by creating a ministry where our youth and families can grow. We will contin-

ue to strive to grow in faith and bring the light of God to the community around us. 

During my time here at Fjeldberg, we have had some very positive community 

events. Our Meals for the Heartland was a huge success. We had 20 participants show up 

at the Iowa Event Center and helped to package several pallets of meals. These meals 

will make a difference in countless people’s lives. During our “God’s Work: Our Hands” 

event, we had more than 50 people of all age groups volunteer. The community service 

that these individuals offered the community was indispensable. Our elementary Sunday 

School is doing wonderful and our Student Connect (grades 6-12) is making strides in 

bringing our spiritual maturity to our youth. They are all very involved ministries and are 

reaching out to our community and spreading God’s love into the world.  

 Our ministries have been laser focused and we have several great “regular” pro-

grams that our youth and adults participate in. Some of these events are: our Second 

Sunday (456 ministries), our Wednesday Night Community Meal and Fellowship, Con-

firmation Class, and our Youth Group. Many members of our congregation volunteer to 

make all of these events possible. If it wasn’t for the great members of this church, we 

wouldn’t be able to have such a wonderful ministry. Jesus tells us to let our light shine 

before others, so that they may see our good deeds and glorify our Heavenly Father. 

Here at Fjeldberg, we take this charge to heart and everything we do is pushing this mis-

sion forward. The youth are involved and their families are helping out. Without a doubt, 

the Spirit is on the move here at Fjeldberg. 

 Going into 2019, I plan on continuing to help facilitate in the spiritual growth of 

our youth. I will make it my mission to provide them with the best ministries that I can. 

Our youth are too important for us to overlook. I feel honored to be able to serve them. 

We will continue to serve those around us with wonderful activities, missions, and love. 

 

Blessings, 

Fred O’Dell 

Youth and Family Ministries Director’s Report 
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God Is Up To Something… 
 

Merle Rasmussen 

Congregation President 

“For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.” Over the 

past twelve months there was: 

a time to adopt the Fjeldberg Lutheran Church Cemetery Policy, and a time to approve a 

Statement of Life Together and Same Sex Marriage; 

a time to accept the Full Recommendations of the (Facility) Task Force, and a time to 

affirm the direction of a Building Prioritizing Task Force; 

a time to accept the resignation of one Director of Youth and Family Ministries, and a 

time to affirm the hiring of another (Fred O’Dell); 

a time to march in the community Prairiefest Parade, and a time to volunteer in the com-

munity with God’s Work Our Hands; 

a time to bestow the title Organist Emeritus upon Ruth Lee, and a time to affirm the hir-

ing of a part-time Communications Coordinator (Kyrstin Myhers); 

a time to ring bells, and a time to sing; 

a time to teach children, and a time to learn as an adult; 

a time to Trunk or Treat outdoors, and a time for Lutheran Church Ladies in the base-

ment; 

a time to chase a squirrel out of the Food Pantry, and a time to distribute letters to Neigh-

bors of FLC regarding parking lot usage and snow removal; 

a time to accept new members, and a time to say goodbye to old; 

“a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace.” 

For me, it is a time to let someone else take the reins of Church Council Management. 

The members who serve on the Council are leaders who only need someone to let them 

run as a team as fast as they can in the correct direction. I appreciate their leadership and 

willingness to serve our congregation. Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

Merle M. Rasmussen 

Congregation President 
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Audit Report 

The audit committee met with Treasurer, Blane Thompson on January 6th 2019 to review the church’s 2018 
financial reports. The audit committee reviewed misc documents: monthly reporting to council, profit and loss 

report, balance statement, South Story Bank statements. Business processes were found to provide the neces-
sary internal controls. We found the financial documentation to be in order.  

The audit committee would like to thank Blane for his expertise, effort to detail as Treasurer of Fjeldberg  
Lutheran Church.  

 
Committee members: Mark Hokel and John Wilson 
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God Is Up To Something… 

Facility Task Force 
August 20, 2018 

 

Summary 

The Fjeldberg Lutheran Church Facility Task Force examined the feasibility of up-grading the existing church 

structure to fulfill the mission of our congregation now and into the future.  The Task Force completed work in 
three major areas. 

 

I.  Priorities for Our Church Facility 

      The Task Force determined congregational needs and priorities for our facility.   

 

• Good for Youth & Family Ministry 

 space to do youth ministry, more inviting to families with children. 

• A Great Worship Space 

 The sanctuary should, “feel like a church”, but it needs a fresh, up-dated feel. 

• Good Welcoming & Gathering Features 

 Welcoming, easy to use, shows hospitality, a large attractive gathering area. 

• Aid Us in Our Call to Serve Others 

 Continue having the food pantry, serve our community, used all week. 

• Good Stewardship, Balanced Priorities 

 Ministry comes first; don’t cut ministries to pay for a building. 

 

II.  Stay at Existing Site vs. Moving to a New Site 

The recommendation of the Task Force is to remain at our current site.   

For the dollars we would spend, staying at our existing site offers more square footage and provides a 
church building that “looks like a church”. 

 

III. Consultation with Engineering/Design Firm 

The Task Force contracted with Haila Architecture, Structure, Planning Ltd. of Ames to determine the 
feasibility of meeting our needs by remodeling and adding on to our existing church building.  
 

Haila determined that it is feasible to get much of what we want by adding on to our current build-

ing and doing mostly cosmetic modifications to our existing building (some structural).  
 

Haila offered two different concept renderings to illustrate possible options.  The actual cost will depend 
on final design decisions that have not yet been made. 
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God Is Up To Something… 

Cemetery Committee 

At the Annual Meeting in 2016, a Cemetery Task Force was put in place to study the future of 

the cemetery. This Task Force reported at the 2018 Annual Meeting. Key points from the 

study is that there are plenty of plots available for several decades, prices of plots did increase, 

and a small percent of funds are dedicated to help offset the maintenance line item budget. 

This time reflecting on our cemetery was valuable. 

 

Homer Kalsem, Dean and Diane Lande continue to be extremely helpful in keeping the 

cemetery looking appropriate. The little things they do keeps the cemetery looking sharp. Flags 

are placed on Memorial weekend and July 4th weekend for our veterans. Chuck Helland stores 

our flags and helps with snow removal at the cemetery. 

 

Funds for normal upkeep is provided through the church budget, while any projects monies are 

provided by the Restricted Cemetery funds (memorials) and donations. This committee 

appreciates these donations to assist in maintaining a beautiful cemetery. At some point in 2019 

this committee may reach out for gifts from all for future projects. 

 

Thank you for allowing us to serve on this committee. 

 

Burials at the Cemetery: 3 

Burial Plots sold: 3 

 

Sexton: Leonard Foley 

Assistant Sextons: Homer Kalsem and Dean Lande 

Committee Members: Jerald Ness, Dave Halverson, Dan Eklund, and Gary Fjelland 

Council Representative: Harold Lande 
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God Is Up To Something… 

Christian Education Committee 
 

Committee members: Preston Poots, Heather Swan, Kristi Swanson, and Ashley Vaughn 

Council Representative: Dawn Mather 

 

January 7th, Attendance awards were presented for the fall semester of the 2017-2018 school year.   

May 6th we distributed 3rd grade bibles to our in-coming third graders.  Also, 2nd semester attendance awards and leader recog-

nition awards were given that day as well.  

Vacation Bible School was held at Palestine.  Riverside Bible Camp led us around the world.  the kids had a wonderful week.  The 

children brought food for Backpack Buddies.  We also received a $250 Thrivent gift card to purchase food for Backpack Buddies.  

Thank you to our Fjeldberg volunteers for donating food for Wednesday and Thursday snacks and lunches. 

Sunday school continued using the rotational model, started in 2016.  The classes are focused on four aspects of learning: CCG 

(Cooking, crafts and games), Promises, Bible Story Telling, and Works for God.   

Works for God Room:  The children collected school items for Lutheran World Relief.  They also made books that told the 

story of Jesus’ birth to go in the backpacks for the homeless.  We made Christmas cards for the homebound.   

Bible Story Telling/CCG: The children re-create the bible story by acting, or through food, crafts and games.  This a very active 

time, and the children love moving around. 

Promises:  This focuses on core Christian teachings such as:  The Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, Books of the Bible, Be-

atitude’s, Baptism, Communion and daily Prayer. 

Choir:  Heather Bristow does an awesome job with our children.  The children sing monthly in church and this past Christmas 

they worked very hard on our Christmas Program. It was wonderful! 

The Christian Education team works diligently throughout the year and is focused forming our youth in the Christian faith.  In Au-

gust we walked in Huxley’s Prairie Fest parade wearing our bright yellow t-shirts.  On Rally Sunday, along with the congregation, 

we did “God’s Work; Our Hands.”  We cleaned in our community, worked at the food and clothing pantries, and cleaned the Sun-

day school rooms.  

Thank you to Pastor Swanson, the many Sunday school teachers, and volunteers. 

 

The Christian Education Team 
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God Is Up To Something… 

Memorial Committee 

Committee 

Darlene Kalsem, Chair (2019) 

Celeste Allen, Vice Chair (2020) 

Sue Lande, Secretary (2021) 
 

The Memorial Committee contributed to the following church projects in 2018:  

Purchased additional tablecloths for the Fellowship Hall 

Cleaned, organized and replaced desk and window shades in Youth Director Office 

Purchased funeral pall to be used for Fjeldberg funerals, request to use Jan Vetter memorial funds 

Purchased Banners for Sanctuary in conjunction with Worship &  Music committee. Request to use Jan Vetter 

funds 
 

Request for funds by Bill Wilson family to purchase wooden hangers, new bookcase and additional updates 

for sanctuary  
 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Sue Lande 

Secretary 
 

 

Nominating Committee 

Members:  Patty Foley, Krisi Preston, Anne Quick 

Council Rep.: Harold Lande 
 

The Fjeldberg nomination ballot for 2019 was compiled and submitted following several considerations. 

Members due to come off their respective committees were asked if they wished to continue in their positions. 

Some did in fact choose to remain, committed as they were to their tasks. To them we are grateful for their 

dedication. We then considered the best persons for the remaining positions, given their talents and interests 

for the various ministries of Fjeldberg. The committee reached out to these persons by phone, email, and face-

to-face discussion. To provide opportunities to members of the congregation who had not already been con-

tacted, the Nominating Committee provided announcements of openings in the Church bulletin at numerous 

services. 
 

The committee would like to extend its appreciation to those who have agreed to serve in various positions for 

the betterment of our Fjeldberg church family. Our sincere thanks go out to those who have served in the past, 

continue to serve currently, or will be serving on the council, a committee, or in an appointed position for 

2019. Thank you! 
 

The success of our church lies with those willing to share their time and talents. For those who have not yet 

had an opportunity to serve, please consider doing so in the future. You will meet others in the congregation 

and enhance your spiritual growth, working with others in our church family to promote God’s presence in our 

lives. May His blessings flow as we greet the new opportunities and challenges of 2019! 
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God Is Up To Something… 

Property Committee 

Members:  Steve Quick, Art Hitz, Joel Preston, Tim Linn and Mark Hokel 

 

The Property Committee has been in a maintain mode, repairing items when broken, but not starting any major 

changes.  Things that have been done are: 

• Interior clean-up day last spring. 

• Outside clean-up last fall.  Thank you to all how helped with this. 

• Replaced the dishwasher in the Fellowship Hall kitchen. 

• Had the stove repaired. 

• Had the tree north of the church removed to prvent any damage to the roof. 

• Had new locks installed on the two (2) north doors and the southwest door. 

 

There were also many small upkeep things done along the way. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mark Hokel 
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God Is Up To Something… 

Social Concerns Committee 
Our committee changed during the past year, with several members dropping off the committee and several 

joining.  As of the end of 2018, we consist of Craig Bowyer, Jackie Fjelland, Jane Blair, Allison Rigler, and 

Jackie Rasmussen.  Kathy Wilson was our Council Rep. 
 

I made 9 trips to the Food Bank of Iowa in Des Moines to pick up food that costs 14¢ per pound.  In particular, 

I’ve been trying to pick up meat each time.  Every quarter there is a collaboration meeting for Food Pantry co-

ordinators in Story County.  This is an opportunity to share ideas and discuss how we each handle problems 

that may arise. 
 

Our average weekly households served is 5.0667; our weekly average person count is 14.15; our average num-

ber of meals served per week is 6.2667.  We handed out an Easter holiday bag and a double Thanksgiving/

Christmas bag. 
 

One of our biggest challenge is staffing the Food Pantry with volunteers each Wednesday.  It has helped hav-

ing SignUp Genius that allows people to sign up on their own, but I still send out emails as reminders. 
 

The community is very giving, for which we are thankful.  That means we spend less money on purchasing 

items for our clients.  I have begun sending out postcards to the 6 supporting churches to let them know what 

we need, and that seems to have helped, also. 
 

Jackie Rasmussen 

Food Pantry Coordinator 

 

 Huxley Food Pantry Statistics  

Date Households People Meals 

January 33 115 18 

February 14 33 9 

March 24 61 20 

April 20 47 25 

May 22 62 39 

June 25 88 44 

July 22 64 30 

August 34 117 47 

September 28 82 45 

October 26 63 40 

November 32 93 34 

December 24 84 25 

Totals 304 909 376 

    

Average 5.0667 15.15 6.2667 
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God Is Up To Something… 

Stewardship and Evangelism 

“The spiritual life of individuals has to be extended both vertically to God and horizontally to other souls; and the more it grows 

in both directions, the more personal it becomes.”  - Evelyn Underhill  

The Fjeldberg Stewardship and Evangelism Committee wishes to thank you for your support and involvement 
in many projects and events during 2018.  It was our privilege to serve you with prayerful guidance from God.  

Our committee worked as a team, in cooperation with Pastor Swanson, the church staff and council, as well as 
other committees, to support the stewardship and evangelism missions of our church.  We attempted to adhere 
to basic tenets of proactive but considerate planning and action, meaningful communication, fiscal responsibil-

ity, energetic work ethic and joyful serving, combined at times with an overarching vision to encourage all in 
our midst to strengthen and expand their relationship with Jesus Christ.   

Some have inquired why stewardship and evangelism are merged into one committee at Fjeldberg.  We feel 

they are perfect partners and fully complement one another.  Evangelism is the central mission of the church 
as the Good News of Jesus Christ is brought to mankind.  When someone can reflect upon life from the per-
spective of Jesus' teachings and beliefs, disciples are born.  Their lives become one with Christ, and they begin 

to recognize the importance of being good stewards as they utilize their gifts to honor and serve God.  Stew-
ardship then becomes a compelling force for evangelism as those who serve the Lord live their lives with au-
thenticity each and every day. People notice those who shine their lights for the better good and more lives are 

changed.  That is why 2018 has been so exciting for our team and all of you….  “God is truly up to some-
thing” at Fjeldberg.  The circle of evangelism, discipleship, and stewardship is being lived and shared to the 
fullest and will continue to do so in the years ahead. 

After the February committee meeting when new members Peggy Wilson, Sharyn Erickson, and Bill Norris 
came on board, we were invited to meet with Pastor Erick and Brittney to discuss several activities and events 
which Brittney had been coordinating but needed some assistance so that she could concentrate more specifi-
cally on youth and family ministries as per job description.  After discussing the list of evangelism/outreach 

projects that were grouped into short term/easy, medium, and long-term/harder, our committee outlined a plan 
for each within one of the following formats:  project coordinated and carried out by our committee, project 
conducted in partnership with one or two other committees, project assigned to a different committee, or pro-

ject moved to later date.  The bullet points below include several projects from discussion with Pastor and 
Brittney, committee inspired projects, and others as prescribed/recommended by Pastor Erick, council, or 
members of the congregation.  

Discussed early in year how we might provide leadership for a church wide stewardship event, and what such 
an event may entail.  

Designed and printed new “Welcome” postcards for mailing to visitors.  

Organized and orchestrated changes to improve church entry areas before Easter. New furniture and coat 
hangers were donated by Peggy Wilson in memory of her husband, Bill. 

Assisted with organizing materials in new pew holders.  

Requested additional “God Is Up To Something" stories. 

Encouraged the purchase and placement of new banners.  

(continued on next page) 
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God Is Up To Something… 

Stewardship and Evangelism—continued 

Shared library rock project with congregation and Sunday School teachers. 

Wrote job description for communication specialist position. 

Assisted with organization and orchestration of Prairie Fest parade entry with Youth and Christian Ed. Com-
mittees.  

Designed, printed and distributed postcards and posters inviting community members to attend church, bring 

children to Sunday School on Rally Sunday, and participate in God's Work, Our Hands event.  Postcards were 
handed out at parade and sent to Huxley zip code households.  Gave temple talk to announce Prairie Fest pa-
rade, Rally Sunday, and fall Stewardship Event.  Posted events on Fjeldberg’s Facebook page. 

Met with Jan to discuss and approve phone app for electronic giving.  

Planned and organized a fall thank you stewardship dinner menu, program and associated advertising and pub-
licity, etc.  

Met with Pastor Erick and suggested that October sermons be coordinated with Stewardship event…outcome 

included 5 Sunday messages focused upon the missions and services provided by members of our congrega-
tion to remind everyone of their impact through time, talent, and financial support.    

Gave temple talks and coordinated sign up sessions for event.  

Hosted the Stewardship “Thank You" dinner and Fjeldberg Church Basement Ladies program on Nov. 4  with 
approximately 90 people in attendance.  Pastor Erick, council, Becky Long, Jan, Paul, Dianne and Bill Hotch-
kiss, Comfort Food Catering, and several youth supported and assisted with this occasion.  An amazing 

freewill offering of $1,500 was received and equally split among the Huxley Food Pantry, Lutheran Bible 
Translators, and Every Day Better Initiative.  Wrote newspaper article and thank you messages for Outreach 
and bulletin, designed and printed posters for church to share event with all.     

Committee members discussed and made suggestions for website updates with Pastor Swanson and Kyrstin 
Myhers, newly hired communication specialist.  

Committee representative invited to participate in discussion of facility improvement priorities.  

Vision/tasks for 2019 - church directory, facilities campaign support, and stewardship event.   

Respectfully submitted,  
Bill Norris, Sharyn Erickson, Peggy Wilson-Secretary, John Wilson and Lorraine Hoffman-Co-Chairs and 

Marita Rouse, council liaison.   
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God Is Up To Something… 

Worship & Music Committee 

The Worship & Music Committee was able to bring about several improvements to our worship space this 

year as well as organize some wonderful special music. 
 

We purchased new acrylic holders for the back of the pews to hold envelopes, cards and brochures which the 

metal holders we have were too small to accommodate.  A special thanks to the Property Committee for in-

stalling them for us.  The wooden hymnal racks were improved as well using silicone caulk to seal the slits in 

the bottom of the racks so that items will no longer slide through. 
 

The banner closet was cleaned out and organized this year and a variety of new banners were purchased: three 

new pairs for Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter, four banners for fall, three for Advent and two for Christ-

mas.  A funeral pall was also purchased, as a memorial gift. 
 

The Worship & Music Committee was also able to line up some wonderful special music for the summer and 

Christmas Eve.  The Kinnans shared their music with us on July 29th and Aaron Williams, Principal Percus-

sionist with the Des Moines Symphony shared his talents with us on August 5th.  We also planned two special 

summer hymn sings on July 29th and August 12th.  Our congregation was blessed with the gifts of song 

shared by Molly Foley, Liz Fulk and Tom Hubbell during our Christmas Eve worship services.  
 

We want to also thank Jan Nyhus and Heather Bristow for the guidance and support that they have dedicatedly 

provided as liaisons to our committee. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Teresa Dalton, Chair 

Terri Carriere 

Mel Vetter 
 

Youth Committee 

As the Youth Committee it’s our job to provide opportunities for the youth of Fjeldberg to expand their faith 

through community and service. This year we saw the arrival of a new Youth Director. We saw new partici-

pants as Sunday School volunteers. The Faithful Friends initiative has allowed youth in the church a chance to 

engage with church members they otherwise might not, in general, strengthening our church community. Oth-

er examples include Wednesday night meals, the Backpack drive, and the Christmas program. To all those 

who participated we thank you, and for those looking for an opportunity to participate we encourage you to 

join us in one of our activities.    

Respectfully submitted, 

Cory Rigler, Chair 
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God Is Up To Something… 

H.I.S. Choir 

“Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise...song was given  
to man that he should proclaim the Word of God through Music.” 

~Martin Luther 
 
H.I.S. Choir has had a fantastic year once again.  Some highlights of the year are listed below. 
1. Four more brothers and sisters have joined us in sharing the Good News through music. 
2. Some new music has been purchased and given as musical offerings during services through regular budg-

eted funds, and donations from church members. 
3. All the music files and other materials we use have been organized and are located in one room after sever-

al years of being kept here and there around the church building.   
 
The music program has grown not only in numbers in recent years, but by also fulfilling our calling as church 
musicians.  Helping church goers give praise to God through music is a great honor.  I can confidently speak 
on behalf of all the musicians at Fjeldberg in thanking you for your continued support and encourage-
ment.  We are very blessed here at Fjeldberg! 
 
Heather Bristow, Director 
 

Joyful Bells 

2018 was another wonderful year!  Anne Quick, Terri Carriere, and I attended Area 8 Bell Fest in June.  There 
were over 260 ringers and we were challenged by many of the pieces.   On All Saints Sunday, we had a guest 
violinist, Jean Saveraid, to accompany the bells.  This year we were again invited to participate in the Ballard 
Community Christmas Concert on December 2nd.  We presented three pieces at the concert.  December 16th 
the bells played and H.I.S. choir presented the cantata, “Invitation to a Miracle”.   
 

We are delighted to have all positions in the bell choir filled and even have one substitute.  Thank you to all of 
the Joyful Bell Choir members for a very memorable 2018.  Fjeldberg is very blessed to have so many musi-
cians who are willing to share their talents.   
 
We are again looking forward to ringing music in praise to God during 2019. 
 
Jan Nyhus, Director 
 
 

JOY Seekers (Just Older Youth) 

The JOY Seekers is a group of Just 0lder Youth who enjoy Christian fellowship by participating in a variety of 
social activities throughout the year.  Our group usually meets on Thursday evenings about once a month.  
Participants take turns planning one monthly meeting and then enjoy getting together throughout the year.   
Our group averages around 24 participants each month.  People are welcome to come each month or just occa-
sionally as schedules permit. Join us for an evening of conversation and fun.  Everyone is welcome!  We look 
forward to another great year in 2019. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Thelma Ness 
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God Is Up To Something… 

Sewing Circle 

Shipped to Lutheran World Relief: 
 76 quilts 
 118 school kits 
 

This group relies on monetary contributions for battings and material to make quilts and bags to fill for the 
School supplies.  The school supplies were purchased by members of Fjeldberg. 
 

We also used Thrivent Action Team provided by Thrivent Financial, to purchase supplies. 
 

The sewing circle meets Tuesdays at 1pm.  Please check this group out! 
 
Submitted by Daphne Anderson  
 
 
 
 

Fjeldberg Women of the ELCA 

Annual Report of Receipts and Disbursements 2018 

 

Checking Account Balance - Dec. 28, 2018     $   495.56  

Savings Account Balance    $2610.59 
 

Receipts 

 Spring Project offering     $ 570.00 

                Bible Study Group Offerings        217.00 

 Thankoffering        410.00   

 Funerals        275.00 

 Ballard Creek Quilt Guild (use of fellowship hall)            100.00 

     

             

Disbursements 

 Serving Expenses for Funerals   $ 166.89  

 LWR:  shipping for quilts         405.00 

 Women of the ELCA – Thankoffering       410.00 

 Women of the ELCA – ½ of Bible Study offerings        108.50 

 Cluster 1 offerings        50.00 

 Transferred to Savings   1000.00  

      

              

Sewing Circle 

Receipts 

 Marilyn Swenson (Memorial)   $ 300.00  

 Donations/Memorials      190.00 
   

Disbursements 

 Daphne Anderson (batting/fabric for quilts)             $ 318.84 

     Quilt fabric      

266.04     

Sharon Hitz 
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God Is Up To Something… 

WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 

WELCA Board:  Sharon Hitz-Treasurer, Marilyn  Greene, Thelma Ness 
 
PURPOSE:  As a community of women created in the image of God, called to 
   discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 
                    commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one 
                    another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote 
                    healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world. 
 

The Fjeldberg Women have been busy this year.  The Gather Bible study group met monthly for the Bible study from 
the Gather magazine. Pastor led this group.  The Faith Sisters group began meetings the third Sunday evening each 
month.  Recent meetings they have been crocheting.  They also began a Book Club which met on Tuesday evenings.  
The Rebekah group will start up again if there is interest by working women or mothers with small children that could 
meet either in an evening or during the Sunday School Hour. 
 

The Spring Cluster I Gathering was held at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Slater in April.  The program was on Pray-
er.  The speaker was Ardy Hinds.  She spoke on many types of prayer and called attention to the book Color in Prayer.  
Marilyn Greene spoke on the topic of Lutheran Prayer Beads.  She had a Prayer Bead Kit for each church to take back to 
make as a model and the direction pages to start the use of Prayer Beads.  Books about Prayer Beads were displayed and 
every attendee was given a knitted or crocheted Prayer Square to take home.  Each Prayer Square had a prayer attached.  
The knitting pattern and crochet pattern was also given to each of the 13 congregations so they could make the Prayer 
Squares in their women's groups .  Thank you to all the Fjeldberg Women who knitted or crocheted the Prayer Squares 
for the Gathering.  The Fall Cluster I Gathering was hosted by Immanuel Lutheran Church in Ogdon on September 29.  
The program was a focus on Puppy Jake Foundation and their mission of providing Service Dogs to Veterans.  The 
speaker brought his service dog and related how his life was saved by his devoted Puppy Jake dog.  The dog was right 
beside him as  he spoke,  watchful in case Denny needed him.  These Cluster I Gatherings in the spring and fall of each 
year are part of the work of the Southeastern Synod.  Fjeldberg is one of the 13 churches within Cluster I. Fjeldberg 
Lutheran Church is the host for the Spring Gathering on April 27, 2019.  We will need helping hands as we host 
this Gathering, especially for the noon lunch.  The program is "Viewing Easter Through Painting Masterpieces" 
by Peggy Newman Bang.  We host the Saturday following Easter Sunday.  It will be a great program. 
  

In order to be more inclusive and to encourage more to be involved in service and fellowship, we continue using the  
organization of five Service Committees.  This keeps the events here at Fjeldberg moving at a smooth pace.  Members 
have been called to provide cakes and salads for funerals and cookies for various coffees and events.  The Service Com-
mittees #1 through #5 provided coffee and treats for the month of June as we now have each church committee take a 
certain month.   
 

The Sewing Circle met on Tuesday afternoons and made a quantity of quilts,  and packed school bags.  We continue to 
fill a good number of school bags each year.  Lutheran World Relief shipments of quilts, health kits, and school kits 
were sent in April and October.   
 

THANK YOU TO ALL who contributed to the Project Offering in March, or the Thank Offering in November.  The 
funds support many missions at home and abroad.  THANK YOU TO ALL who made coffee, served, and/ or brought 
the goodies that everyone enjoyed during Fellowship Hour. The WELCA Board made the decision to disperse funds in 
the similar amounts as we did the previous year.  We continue to be  open to ideas for additional Bible Study Groups, 
Projects, or Money Raising Events.  Please contact anyone on the Board with your ideas.    ELCA has neat resources for 
such extra groups and projects that we have not tapped into as yet.  
 Three goals for WELCA are: 
  to encourage participation in Bible Studies 
  increase attendance at the spring and fall Cluster I Gatherings 
  come up with ideas for possible money making projects 

 
We Believe      We Love     We Serve 
               Fjeldberg WELCA 
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Bethany Life Communities Delegates’ Report 

Annual Meeting for Bethany Life Communities-April 26,2018 
 
Board Chair, Drew Larson called the meeting to order. There were 38 delegates and pastors present, 25 needed 
for a quorum. 
 

Bethany Life Pastor, Sandy Anenson opened the meeting with devotions. 
 

Staff and Team Members were introduced and thanked by President Warburton for their dedication and hard 
work. 
 

President and CEO, Betsy Warburton Gave her report. The main focus of her comments were about three seri-
ous challenges facing Bethany Life as well as the health care industry as a whole. 
 

Medicade: The current Medicade daily rate creates about a $30 per day loss for Bethany Life for each patient 

using it. Approximately 50% of the residents are on Medicade. 
 

Regulatory Environment: In late 2017, many new rules governing nursing homes were instituted, more new 
rules than were instituted the previous forty years all together. The annual survey now takes about two weeks. 
Workforce  crisis: Iowa’s population is aging. In 2016 there were more than 481,000 Iowans over age 65. That 
number is projected to increase about 50% by year 2030. There will be a huge increase in the need for workers 

that are already in short supply. Ms Warburton emphasized the need to utilize older workers and volunteers to 
help fill the need. She also said there will be a need for tuition assistance and scholarships to help train new 
staff. 
 

Election of Directors: Jeremy Allman, Beth Frandsen and Gary Hested were all elected to the board by unani-

mous voice vote. 
 
Cathy and Don Rimathe 

Bethany Life Delegates 
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Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp Delegate’s Report 

The annual meeting of Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp was held on February 11, 2018.  Board president Ra-

chel Gustafson called the meeting to order and Board Member Deb Schmidt provided an opening devotion. 
 

Director Dave McDermott welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The agenda and the minutes of the 2017 An-

nual Meeting were approved. Dave introduced the Riverside staff members and Board Members who were in 

attendance and thanked them all for their service.   Treasurer Kim Muller gave the financial report. The report 

indicates that Riverside is in good shape financially.  Staff are diligent in keeping costs down.  Donations from 

camp supporters are always important, please remember them in your giving. 
 

Board President Rachel Gustafson gave her annual report.  Things are looking good at Riverside; year-round 

and summertime staff do a great job of taking good care of the camp.  Riverside celebrates 75 years of minis-

try in 2018.  In 2017, Dave and Jan McDermott celebrated 20 years of service at Riverside.  They intend to 

retire in October 2018.  We are thankful for their years of service. 
 

Dave McDermott gave the director’s report. He expressed gratitude for individuals and congregations who 

support Riverside.  God has been faithful in providing for the camp’s needs.  The Living Water, Living Word 

Appeal which began 5 years ago to raise $2,500,000 for replacing the swimming pool and refurbishing the 

chapel is complete.  Dave asks that we continue to support Riverside in the future. 
 

Riverside Program Staff led the group in songs of worship and praise, reminding us all of the Riverside mis-

sion:  to know Jesus Christ and to make Christ known to all. 
 

During the 2017 summer camping season there were 1874 summer campers and 759 day campers at 20 day 

camp congregations.  A number of retreats for adults and families were also held, serving 101 at the women’s 

retreat, and 36 couples at the marriage retreat.   
 

Nominations were received and new board members were elected by a unanimous vote. 
 

During the 2016 year, our congregation donated $250 to the camp.  10 summer campers attended a week of 

camp and 4 youth enjoyed a weekend recharge event.  62 day campers participated in Vacation Bible School. 

 

Submitted by 

Tim and Sue Erickson, Delegates 
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Madrid Home Communities Report 
(Madrid Home is owned by 27 Churches, including Fjeldberg) 

 

Following a 21 year career of service and leadership at Madrid Home Communites, President/CEO Keith 
Kudej retired at the end of 2017.  An appreciation celebration was held on January 5, 2018, at the Madrid 
Home.  Kudej and the Madrid Home Communities board had been in discussion for over a year to partner with 

Western Home Communities, a non-profit organization based in Cedar Falls, Iowa.  As a result, a partnership 
between the two communities was established in 2018.  Our similarities include a strong Christian heritage, 
100+ year legacies of service and a passion for service to older adults.  Western Home Communities offers an 

additional knowledge and support base to ensure the communities of Huxley and Madrid will continue to be 
able to fulfill the needs of older adults in this area.  Madrid Home Communities will continue to strive to fol-
low Christ's example of humble service by offering each older adult served the choices and compassionate 

support they need in surroundings that feel like home.  Serving this area since 1906! 

Marita Rouse of our congregation is a current member of the Madrid Home Board of Directors 

Submitted by 

David and Verda Tesdall 
 
 

Waldorf University Delegate’s Report 

Waldorf University is a faith-based university which operates with the four pillars. Those are tradition, mis-
sion, passion, and community.  The Waldorf Lutheran Foundation has three areas of concentration.  Those are 
scholarships, campus ministry, and alumni relations.  The campus ministry is the most vibrant ever in the his-

tory of Waldorf.  The campus ministry program not only involves Christians, but also a few Hindus and Mus-
lims.  The goal is to enable the students to learn about the other faiths that are present on campus. One focus of 
the campus ministry is to ask, “What can we do to use student’s talents to get them involved?” 

 
Did you know… 
100% of students receive some form of merit scholarship 

98% of students are involved in at least one co-curricular activity on campus 
90% placement rate of graduates 
A new Fine Arts Center opened in 2018 

11:1 student to faculty ratio 
 
Ruth Lee and Bill Norris 

Waldorf University Delegates 
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World Team—Tjernagel Mission Report 

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Luke 19:10 
 

We’ve kept it no secret that in Spain, as in much of Europe, seeing people come to know Christ is normally a 
slow process.  Europe is a post-Christian continent in which believing in God is something not logical, some-
thing even closed-minded.  Many claim to be atheists and believe that the church is no longer relevant in soci-

ety.  There is a spiritual poverty that is mind boggling to us.  And it breaks our hearts. 
 
Jesus stated very clearly his mission on several occasions as to why He came to this earth as a man.  He came 

to “seek and save” the lost—the spiritual blind, those not interested in eternity, people confused or even mad 
at life’s circumstances, or those that simply want to be the boss of their own lives.  Jesus said that He came 
specifically for these types of people--and for sinners like you and me!  This is why I’m so glad that you are 

partnering with us to help take the gospel to spiritually needy places like Spain.   
 
So this year, I’d like to share just one quick story as to how the gospel has arrived to the door step of one 

Spanish youth who is now attending our church.  It starts like this…(the names have been changed to protect 
identity) 
 

Abe, a Spanish teen, knows that if he hopes to get a job someday he had better learn English well so that he 
can have the option of moving to a foreign country to work.  He understands that with unemployment at about 
60% for youth between 18-26 years old in our region, he needs to get a jump on learning English.  So, he finds 
a chat room on the internet to practice speaking English.  He ends up locating an English partner who is an 

African immigrant living in Texas named Julia.  After a few sessions, Julia begins talking to Abe about how 
Jesus has changed her life.  Over the next few months Abe gets a Bible and begins reading it at Julia´s encour-
agement.  After seeing evidence of spiritual growth, Julia suggests to Abe that he look for an evangelical 

church that teaches the Word of God.  Abe once again goes to the internet and finds our church website 
(www.elpuentecaceres.org) and sees a picture of Loren, one of the students from his school and a member of 
our church.  Not wanting to go to a church not knowing anyone, he finds Loren at school and introduces him-

self in order to find out more about our church.  He then asks if he can go to church with Loren and his family 
the next Sunday.  
 

The rest is history!  We’ve been able to witness and help with the growth that is going on in Abe’s life.  He is 
attending church as he is able (his family members are not believers and his parents sometimes make it hard 
for him to attend) and has been attending a Bible Study that I started a few years ago with Loren and a few 

other young men.  Abe is walking with God, reading his Bible regularly, and sharing his faith with his friends 
and family.  It is not easy and he is going against the strong currents of the ways of all the youth and friends of 
his age.  Yet, Jesus came to seek and to save Abe!!  And He is using people like Loren and our church to help 

find and then share the gospel with people in great spiritual need. 
 
So, thank you so much for being a church that participates in missions and ministries that “seek and save.” 

Your financial support, encouragement, and prayers for seek and save operations like what we are doing in 
Spain is helping to spread the Kingdom of God. With great gratitude,  Tim and Paula Tjernagel 
 

PS.  Please come meet people like Abe in our “See the Son in Spain” Conference May 25-June 1, 2017 in Ma-
drid and Malaga, Spain.  We’d love to have a few of you come to participate with us in this time of seeing 
God´s mission in Spain more closely!  
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Ballot 2019 

President (1 year) 
(Vote for one) 

 ___________Marita Rouse 
 

Vice President (1 year) 

(Vote for one) 

____________Tim Erickson 
 

Treasurer (1 year) 

(Vote for one) 

____________Blane Thompson 
 

Secretary (1 year) 

(Vote for one) 

____________Sue Erickson 
 

Council (3 years) 

(Vote for four) 

____________Craig Bowyer 

____________Justin Pederson 

____________Sue Lande 

____________ 
 

Audit (2 years) 

(Vote for one) 

___________John Wilson 
 

Cemetery (2 years) 

(Vote for two) 

___________Gary Fjelland 

___________Dan Eklund 
 

Christian Education (2 years) 

(Vote for three) 

___________Stacey O’Dell 

___________Ashley Vaughn 

___________ 
 

Memorial (2 years) 

(Vote for two) 

___________Darlene Kalsem 

____________Patty Foley 
 

Nominating (1 year) 

(Vote for four) 

___________  Lynne Bickelhaupt 

___________Sue Bowyer 

___________Terri Anderson 

___________Nancy Cross 

Property (2 years) 

(Vote for two) 

___________Jack Christensen 

___________Joel Preston 
 

Social Concerns (2 years) 

(Vote for four) 

___________Jackie Rasmussen 

___________Cory Rigler 

___________Craig Bowyer 

___________Alison Rigler 
 

Stewardship/Evangelism (2 years) 

(Vote for two) 

___________Kristi Swanson 

___________Lorraine Hoffman 
 

Youth (2 years) 

(Vote for three) 

___________Susanne Briggs 

___________Mandi DeMaris 

___________ 
 

Worship & Music (2 years) 

(Vote for four) 

___________Teresa Dalton 

___________Terri Carriere 

___________Nancy Vieth 

___________Bill Hotchkiss (1 year) 

 

Appointed Positions 

Cemetery Sexton – Leonard Foley 

Assistant Cemetery Sextons – Homer Kalsem and 

 Dean Lande 

Altar Guild – Tami Manfull, Sheila Norris 

Waldorf Lutheran College Foundation – Bill Norris, 

 Ruth Lee, Connie Harper 

Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp – Tim and Sue Erickson 

Bethany Life Communities – Don and Cathy Rimathe 

Madrid Home Communities – Dave and Verda Tesdall 

Financial Secretary – Anne Quick 

Food Pantry Coordinator – Jackie Rasmussen 
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