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By the time you read this, I will 
have been on three separate week-long 
trips this summer, each with a different 
group, each one a faith experience. 

The first trip was Confirmation 
camp.  (Yes, I wrote about it last 
month.)  But I learned something new:  
over 76% of pastors report having a 
church camp experience before semi-
nary. 

I realize that does not mean every 
youth who goes to camp is on track to 
become a pastor.  But when our church 
is struggling to raise up 
enough pastors to serve its 
congregations, we would do 
well if we remember that 
three-fourths of our pastors 
have camps as part of their 
faith formation.  

At camp, young people meet other 
faithful young people and other church 
leaders.  They find that the church is 
bigger than just their congregation.  
They get to know counselors who are 
fired-up in faith.  And they get to see 
church done in different ways.  All of 
this open new possibilities.  Some of 
these young people, will begin to won-
der if they might be part of guiding this 
church in new directions. 

•   •   •   •  
The second week-long trip was 

family camp.  Kristi and I were there 
with our three sons, and the three 
grandchildren.  

Many of the family campers have 
made this a tradition, coming for 25 or 
30 years.  They now have their adult 
children and grandchildren.   

At camp, people have grown and 
matured in faith and as people.  Fami-
lies experience an expanded communi-
ty of faith in a playful and fun setting, 
outside the structure of Sunday morn-
ing.  Evening worship is around the 
campfire.  We get out on the lake and 

sail, canoe or kayak.  We can hike, 
swim, and do craft projects.  And there 
is time for rest.  One might call it Sab-
bath time. 

•   •   •   •  
The third week-long trip is the high 

school mission trip.  Eighteen youth 
and five adults are giving a week to be 
among the Lakota people in South Da-
kota.  We are there to serve, and to 
learn from brothers and sisters in the 
faith.  

And we discover more about them. 
We will hear a speaker on 
the Lakota community and 
culture, and their challeng-
es.  We will visit a Lakota 
cultural center.  And take in 
local scenery.  
Mission trips are NOT our 

attempt to go somewhere and “save” 
others or rescue them from their hope-
less lives.  Yes, we work when we are 
there.  But the work is always done 
alongside local people operating their 
local ministries.  We walk alongside 
them; a little extra help for ministries 
already in place. 

 •   •   •   •  
Going to these three places is really 

an acting out of what we say each week 
at the end of worship. We have a send-
ing.  And Fjeldberg people have been 
sent this summer, going where Christ 
sends us.  We carry Christ with us.  
And  Christ comes to us in those whom 
we meet.  We receive the One whom 
we are sent to share with the world. 

 
In Christ’s peace, 
 

Pastor Erick 

From Your Pastor... 

…Fjeldberg people 

have been sent this 

summer, going where 

Christ sends us.  

Invite your family and friends to worship with you 

on August 5th! 

Don’t miss this Sunday, August 5th!!!!! 
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  For those who need comfort & healing:   Pauline 

Stensland, Vivian & Arnold Larson,  Shannon Tope, 

Melynda Crawford &  

 

 Missionaries: Tim & Paula Tjernagel—      

    MaKayla, Nathaniel and Hannah  

 

 For Carl & Kelsey Grulke & Family as they work with   

      Lutheran Bible Translators in Botswana.   

 

For all of our Shut-Ins 

For our church leaders and our church’s outreach ministry 

For all of our HS Seniors who just graduated. 

 

Assisted Care Residents: 

Story County Long-term Care:  Harold Sharpnack 

Ballard Creek:    Darlene Eklund    

Madrid Home:      Marge Blair, Bonny Erickson,  

     Mary Fulkerson 

Accura Health of Ames:     Freda DeWitt   

Mill-Pond in Ankeny:      Clarice Knutson 

Bethany Life Communities:      Marge Sellers, Arnold & Vivian Larson 

 
If you have a prayer concern to add, please contact the church office  @ 

597-2831. 

 

SAVE the DATES 

September 22-23 

Women’s Retreat at Riverside 

For more information 

https://www.riversidelbc.org/womens-retreat 

Fred O’Dell, wife Stacey, son  Bradley (13) 

and daughter Elizabeth (10). 

Hello everyone, 

 My name is Fred O’Dell and I’m very excited to be your new Director 

of Youth and Family Ministry. I have been married to my wonderful 

wife Stacey for 15 years this December. We have two children, Brad-

ley (13) and Elizabeth (10) and we are currently living in Grimes. Af-

ter I graduated high school in 2003, I joined the US Army and Stacey 

and I started what would become an eight year adventure. After serv-

ing three deployments to Iraq, I opted not to re-enlist in 2011. We 

ended up moving back to Iowa from Fort Hood, Texas in 2013. I’m 

currently a seminary student, working on my Masters of Divinity, in 

hopes of one day becoming a pastor.  

I’m a firm believer that our children, just like Jesus did at the 

Temple in Luke 2:41-52, can speak the word of God so powerfully 

that they can take our breath away. Through this ministry, I hope to be 

able to build a positive discipleship program for our youth. This will 

allow them to grow in Christ and help bring them towards becoming 

mature Christians in the community and help to influence the world 

around them. Through this ministry, we can begin to allow God’s 

light to shine through us. 

 I look forward to meeting each and every one of you in the coming 

weeks. The spirit is on the move here in Fjeldberg and I hope that eve-

ryone is ready for the ride. 

Blessings, 

Fred O’Dell 

Welcome  
to our new  

Director of  

Youth & Family 

Ministry 

Fred O’Dell 
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JUNE Approved Council Meeting Summary 

Meeting Held June 18, 2018  
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:19. by Pres. Merle Rasmussen  
 

Approval of Agenda:  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Tim Erickson.  
Seconded by Blane Thompson.  Motion carried, with adding Facilities Task force to 
the Business agenda. 
 

Reports: 
Pastor’s Report— 

July 15 reception of more new members.  He is in the process of visiting 
prospective new members in their homes. 

Meeting with 8th grade students (prospective confirmands) over the sum-
mer.  There are 10 students who are prospective confirmands.   

Vacation scheduled for July 8 (afternoon) until July 13 (afternoon).  There 
will be a message on the church phone message about pastoral care 
in an emergency situation. 

Confirmation camp—3 students attended.  He would like to continue go-
ing to the same camp but will try a different week to avoid other 
camps.  Football camp kept some students away this year. 

He is also doing home visits with incoming confirmation students, current-
ly there are three students. 

Thrivent Magazine featured one of Fjeldberg’s outreach projects (Houses 
for Houston) in their current magazine issue. 

He performed a funeral service for Paul Fjelland at Bethlehem in Slater; 
their pastor Heidi Williams recently retired.  On a related note—
consider looking about for prospective pastors to encourage new 
seminary candidates. 

One recent baptism and another one will be scheduled soon. 
VBS is happening this week. 

Secretary’s Report— A motion to approve the secretary’s report was made by 
Harold Lande.  Seconded by Marita Rouse.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report— A motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by 
Paul Rouse.  Seconded by Tim Erickson.  Motion carried. 

Other Committee Reports 
Stewardship and Evangelism:  Prairie Fest, last weekend in August.  Plan-

ning on a walking float in the parade, handing out postcards inviting 
people to Rally Sunday.  They will be mailed out as well.  Contact 
Lorraine if you want to walk with them.  Also, a possible Stewardship 
event November 4, some kind of meal.  With possible re-
arrangement of schedule that day to accommodate a meal.  The 
focus on the day would be gratitude and thanksgiving, perhaps fo-
cusing on new and different ways of giving.   
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Lutheran World Relief School Bags  

 

It’s time to shop for school supplies!  Please pick up an LWR 

school bag from the table in the back of the sanctuary. The supply 

list is also on the table—please pick one up.  Return the filled bags 

to the boxes located by the doors.  These bags will be shipped in 

the fall to Lutheran World Relief. This is a project of Fjeldberg 

WELCA, the Sewing Circle, & the youth of our church. 

Supply List: 

 Four (4) 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-

ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½.”  No 

loose-leaf paper. 

 

 One (1) blunt scissors (safety scissors with im-

bedded steel blades work well). 

 

 One (1) 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centime-

ters on one side and inch- es on the other. 

 

 One (1) pencil sharpener. 

 

 

 Five (5) unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers.  

Secure together with a rubber band. 

 

 One (1) eraser. 

 

 

 Five (5) ballpoint pens (no gel ink).  Secure to-

gether with a rubber band. 

 

 One (1) box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 

 

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.   

Remove any excess packaging and pack items in the bag and  

return them to the church by September 23rd.  Thank you! 



AUGUST Worship Volunteers 

ALTAR GUILD:   
Candace Stensland 
 

BREAD BAKER                    
Tracey Roberts 
 
COFFEE/FELLOWSHIP TIME 
Altar Guild 
 
HOSTS; (Need four per service) 
Aug 05 Mark & Patty Hokel AND 
 Tim Erickson 
 

Aug 12 Fred & Stacey O’Dell 
 _____________________ 
 

Aug 19 Harold & Sue Lande AND 
 Kristi Swanson 
 

Aug 26 WORSHIP IN THE PARK 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 
ACOLYTES (need two per service): 
 

Aug 05 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 

Aug 12 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 

Aug 19 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 

Aug 26 WORSHIP IN THE PARK 
 None Needed 
 
LECTORS: 
 

Aug 05 Patty Foley 
 

Aug 12 Don Rimathe 
 

Aug 19 Lois Hill 
 

Aug 26 WORSHIP IN THE PARK 
 None Needed 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
(need three per service) 
Aug 05 Molly Foley, Kristi Swanson, 
 AND Jan Nyhus 
 

Aug 19 Sue Lande 
 _______________________ 
 _______________________ 
  
 

POWER POINT PERSON 
Aug 05 Sue Erickson 
 

Aug 12 Jan Nyhus 
 

Aug 19 _______________________ 
 

Aug 26 WORSHIP IN THE PARK 
 None Needed 
 
SOUND & VIDEO 
If you are interested in learning to run the 
Sound and Video equipment, please con-
tact Mel Vetter or Bill Hotchkiss. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Aug 05 Pastor & Kristi Swanson in honor 
 of their 33rd Anniversary 
 

Aug 12 _______________________ 
 _______________________ 
 

Aug 19 Pete & Lorraine Hoffman in  
 Honor of their 49th Anniversary 
 
Aug 26 WORSHIP IN THE PARK 
 None Needed 

If you are willing to serve as a Worship Volunteer, please call or email the 

church office OR sign up on the clipboard as it is passed on Sunday morning. 

JUNE Approved Council SUMMARY—continued 

Cemetery:  Has some communication information available.  Harold Lande 
moved to approve the document, Marita Rouse seconded.  Discussion 
from Council--the document will be renamed “Fjeldberg Lutheran 
Church Cemetery Policy”; Motion carried.  Harold will send the docu-
ment in email to the committee.  They are working on a map, pulling 
together several data sources.   

Worship and Music:  the old TV from the basement (fried from a lightning 
strike) was under warranty and so it can be used again.  Would the 
church want to use it in the fireside room—possibly mount on the 
south wall.  Funds from Jan Vetter’s memorial fund could pay the 
costs.  Council rep to Property Committee (Paul Rouse), please ask the 
building committee.  General agreement this would be helpful for con-
firmation; Paul will talk with Property Committee. 

 

Business: 
Youth Director Search—List of interview questions has been prepared and an 

interview team has been created.  There are two candidates, pastor has 
conducted an initial phone interview and second interviews will be sched-
uled soon.  Pastor is hoping someone may be hired by August 1. 

Communication Working Team—has forwarded a job description for the social 
media position to us.  Pastor Erick Swanson made a motion to authorize 
staff support committee to finalize the job description, publicize the posi-
tion and form an interview team.  Tim Erickson seconded.  Discussion—
number of hours.  Could this position be combined with the Youth Director 
position to merge them into one position?  Perhaps, but the committee did 
not want to restrict the youth director position to a candidate who also has 
social media skills.   The position would likely be paid as a salary, and not 
hourly, as tracking hours would be overly cumbersome.  Expectations and 
results will need to be monitored and communicated with the staff support 
committee.  Motion carried. 

Council Retreat—A discussion about having a Council Retreat.  We will have it 
on Sunday July 1 after fellowship time at church.  11:30 to 1:30.  306 Linn 
Street, Slater IA.  Spouses/friends are welcome—everyone can bring a +1.   

Fried chicken—Merle will bring one bucket of fried chicken. 
Table Service and Beverages will be provided by Ericksons. 
Potluck for everyone else. 

Facilities Task Force update—Haila Engineering & Architecture has completed a 
feasibility study.  In general they have said we seem to have good feasibility 
of possible improvements at the current location; a new building would 
require much larger infusions of funds.  A very general concept plan re-
vealed that $2.5 M would fund sanctuary updating, education wing up-
dates, and a 2-story addition to the south—bathrooms, nursery, class-



JUNE Approved Council SUMMARY—continued 

rooms, and a fellowship/narthex area.  Kitchen would largely be left alone, 
aside from minor updates.  We are waiting for the facilities task force to 
prepare a report of their recommendations.   

 

Adjournment:  Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Pastor Swanson.  Se-
conded by Blane Thompson.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM. 
 

Closing Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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 mystery that is prayer.  Be attentive and welcoming to those for 
whom prayer is key, those for whom prayer is tangential, and those 
for whom it is mysterious, perhaps even suspect."   
We are invited to experiment with  

Breath 
Thought-a single musical pitch repeating a name of God 
Chant--Try chanting the Lord's Prayer on a single musical 

pitch or pitches 
Psalms --Try chanting using a single note or the tune on top of  

page 46 
Hymns--Memorize a hymn that would be a blessing to you 
[These are found on  p. 46] 

AUGUST WELCA Events—Continued 

LUTHERAN SERVICES OF IOWA (LSI) 

Consider ways that we can more avail ourselves to hear God, no-
tice God, and respond to God's call to us.  

Back to School Month 
School is right around the corner! But imagine being a child or teen with an 
emotional or behavioral disorder. This time of year can be extremely stressful. 
They are afraid they won’t be able to concentrate or fit in at their school. They 
worry about adjusting to a new classroom routine or making new friends.  
Did you know Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) partners with schools across the 
state to provide mental health services? Our therapists work one-on-one with 
children while our Behavioral Health Intervention Services team collaborates 
with families in their own homes to help them develop skills like anger manage-
ment and healthy decision-making. LSI also provides 24-hour mental health care 
at the Bremwood and Beloit Residential Treatment Centers in Waverly and 
Ames to empower Iowa’s most vulnerable children and teens.  
 
We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as we respond together to the 
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service! We know there are more 
Iowa children in need of this critical care. If you would like to learn more about 
how you can give a gift to support these crucial services, please contact Deb 
Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at 563-676-2065 or 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 
 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through com-
passionate service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of 
the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Ser-
vices in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender 
identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at 
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.   

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.LSIowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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AUGUST WELCA Events 
 

Sunday, August 5, 2018 
Special Music 
 

Groups serve fellowship. 
 

Thursday, August 9, 2018 
9:30 a.m.  Gather Bible Study Group meets in the Fireside 
Room. Pastor Swanson will lead the Bible Study. 
 

Every Thursday  
1:30 p.m.  Mary Group meets at  
Ballard Creek Community 
 

GATHER: Let us pray 
 

Session 3:  The expressions of prayer 
 

MAIN TEXTS:  Romans 8:26-28;        I Corinthians 12:4-11 
 

In this last session of our 3 month study on prayer, we investigate 
the effects of prayer:  personally, communally and on the very 
mission  of the Church.  We will also discuss the large variety of 
kinds of prayer. 
There are many more expressions than the ones we may be more 
familiar with as more staid or "in-the-pews" prayers.  Note the 
chart on p. 37.  In fact, read the whole article and note the kinds 
of responses we expect from God for magic prayer, Santa 
Claus prayer, Frenemy prayer, Facebook prayer, loving par-
ent prayer, (loving spouse/partner/friend prayer) and God-is-
mystifying prayer.  Have you ever heard those titles?  I hadn't.  
What we expect of God can help or hinder our conversation and 
relationship with God.  It is a lot to think about.  We will be in-
troduced to the 4 Dimensions of Prayer.  Some more to think 
about.  In the Community Dimension of Prayer do you ever pray 
for others whom you will never meet?  Did you pray for the soc-
cer boys trapped in the cave ?  Have you been praying for the 
victims of wildfires, floods,  hurricanes, and tornadoes?  Have 
you prayed for the children seeking asylum that are separated 
from their parents?  
 

Our author summarizes so well that I choose to use her words.  
"Why do we pray?  Is it to change God's mind, or ours, or 
both?...This study will invite you to consider what prayer is and 
does.  It could be threatening, perhaps, or it could be an avenue 
for asking questions, offering experiences and settling into the 

Keep Current on Giving 

Sometimes giving patterns are disrupted by travels or hectic schedules.   

Remember, your contributions are needed throughout the year.  Please 

try to stay current on your giving to Fjeldberg Lutheran.  If you are out 

of town, consider mailing your contribution, or sign up for electronic 

giving by contacting the church office.    Thank you. 

Bible Study:  The Minor Prophets 

Every-other Tuesday at 10:00am 
Aug 14, &  28 

About This  Bible Study…  

• The Old Testament is not just Law and Psalms.  

• A BIG part of the OT is the Prophets. 

• Twelve are called the minor prophets. 

 They’re not less important, just shorter (1-5 chapters). 

• Prophets speak God’s word to God’s people. 

• This is a great way to read lots of books of the Bi-

ble  (in a very short amount of time). 

These sessions will explore how God speaks through 
prophets to:  challenge the powerful, tell people what 
God expects, and call the people back to faithfulness.  
Each session stands alone,  

For Aug. 14th read Zephaniah & Haggai. 

Register your children for Sunday School online.   

Go to the Fjeldberg home page and chick on the link to 

the registration forms. 

http://www.fjeldberglutheran.org  

7 



8 

 PRAIRIE FEST is coming up soon. 

You are invited to walk with other members of Fjeldberg in the  
Prairie Fest Parade on Saturday morning, August 25th.  ALL ag-
es are welcome. 
 
• Meet at the parking lot behind the Ballard Middle School at 8:45 

a.m.   
 
• Wear a Fjeldberg shirt or a “God’s Work, Our Hands” t-shirt 

if you have one. 
 
• If you have a wagon, please bring it with you.  We will be hand-

ing out cards about Rally Sunday and also t-shirts. 

PRAIRIE FEST  

Community Worship  
in the Park 

 

Sunday, August 26th 
at 9:30 AM (note the time) 

Nord-Kalsem Park 
 

Bring your own chairs or blankets. 
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1-Aug  Emma Hill 

1-Aug  Sheila Norris 

2-Aug  Cole Heinen 

3-Aug  Ethan Accola 

4-Aug  Rowena Nord 

4-Aug  Joshua Norris 

5-Aug  Tyler Ihle 

5-Aug  Clarice Knutson 

5-Aug  Kason Swan 

6-Aug  Clayton Poots 

7-Aug  Curtiss Accola 

7-Aug  Paul Rouse 

8-Aug  Eric Lande 

8-Aug  Mason Murphy 

9-Aug  Delaney Halverson 

9-Aug  Morgan Kluender 

10-Aug  Shelley Magnani 

10-Aug  Thelma Ness 

11-Aug  Molly Foley 

12-Aug  Joel Preston 

12-Aug  Rochelle Westvold 

13-Aug  Shawna Snyder 

14-Aug  Jamin Colvin 

14-Aug  John Holland 

14-Aug  Ruth Larson 

15-Aug  Bradley Briggs 

15-Aug  Amy Richardson 

15-Aug  Don Rimathe 

15-Aug  Emry Stensland 

15-Aug  John Wilson 

16-Aug  Scott Hermann 

17-Aug  Jentry Harker 

18-Aug  Benjamin Hokel 

18-Aug  Idalice Lee 

18-Aug  Penny Thiessen 

19-Aug  Jenna Berkland 

19-Aug  Holly Lovig 

20-Aug  
Brayden Rosen-
balm 

21-Aug  Emily Crook 

21-Aug  Randy Shaeffer 

22-Aug  Beth Aanonson 

22-Aug  Deb Bollmeyer 

22-Aug  Logan Stoll 

22-Aug  Heather Swan 

24-Aug  Debra Cochran 

24-Aug  Lee Eddy 

25-Aug  Owen Britton 

25-Aug  Lorraine Hoffman 

26-Aug  Jan Rumbaugh 

29-Aug  Tanner DeMaris 

29-Aug  Heather Penton 

29-Aug  Hunter Penton 

30-Aug  Gracie Britton 

30-Aug  Tiara Kennedy 

30-Aug  Jerald Ness 

31-Aug  Gannon Manfull 

31-Aug  Margaret Okland 

31-Aug  Sean Stoll 
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AUGUST Anniversaries 

Special Folks 80 years old or older and couples 

who have been married for 50 years or more  

David & Mary Halverson celebrate their 

54th Anniversary on Aug. 1 

Clarice Knutson celebrates her  83rd 

Birthday on Aug. 5 

Ruth Larson celebrates her 89th birthday 

on Aug. 14 

Jack Holland celebrates his 81st Birthday 

on Aug. 14 

Idalice Lee celebrates her 93rd Birthday 

on Aug. 18 

Margaret Okland celebrates her 85th 

Birthday on Aug. 31 

1-Aug  David & Mary Halverson 

3-Aug  Erick & Kristi Swanson 

5-Aug  Leslie & Shane Krukow 

6-Aug  Bill & Diane Krause 

6-Aug  Rachel & Adam Marcurella 

6-Aug  Cory & Allison Rigler 

10-Aug  Randy & Carla Jutting 

11-Aug  Alex & Anna Eklund 

13-Aug  Tim & Sue Erickson 

14-Aug  Mark & Lana Greimann 

15-Aug  Jack & Kathy Christensen 

22-Aug  Wes & Stacey Stover 

24-Aug  Peter & Lorraine Hoffman 

25-Aug  Don & Tabitha Aanonson 

26-Aug  Dean & Diane Lande 

29-Aug  Tom & Nancy Cross 

30-Aug  Mike & Kristi Upah 
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Thursday, July 19th 

JOY Seekers 
(Just Older Youth) 

 

Next stop on the Summer Tour 

Thursday, August 16th 
6:00 p.m. at 

The Lucky Pig Pub & Grill 
Ogden, Iowa 

RSVP 

Call/Text/Email 

Pete & Lorraine Hoffman 

515-450-1329  or  lhoffman@iastate.edu  

Fjeldberg Faith Sisters  

There is only one more session of the FAITH Sisters Book Club on 

Thursday, August 2nd at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room. 

 The regular meeting of FAITH Sisters will be Sunday evening,  

August 19th at 6:30 p.m.  Come and join us for a night of knitting,  

crochet, color therapy, and zen-tangle.  All ages and ability levels are 

welcome.  We’ll have some experienced people on hand to give les-

sons, and we hope you will join us. 

 

Bring a snack to share, an ongoing project if you’re working on one, 

and most important of all, come ready to share an evening with your 

FAITH Sisters.  Questions?  Contact Kristi Swanson, or Sue Erickson. 

By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.   John 13:35 



10 

 

 

National Youth Gathering 
Report by Jocelyn Wilson 
 
On Tuesday, June 26th, Pastor Erik of Palestine's son, along with seven other high 
school kids from various churches, four chaperones, and I went drove to the 
ELCA National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas. The Gathering itself didn't 
start until the night of the 27th so we spent the day at the beach in Galveston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A group photo of all of us at                           
the Gathering 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Once we arrived at the Gathering they had a few speakers. For me the experience 
really started that Thursday when we started doing activities.  We spent the day at 
Interactive Center where you could do a bunch of fun activities while still learn-
ing more about God. 
 
 Following the day at the center we went to the Gathering, which we did every 
day after our activity. The people at the Gathering were fantastic and the speakers 
they had were unbelievable.  The stories they shared really opened my eyes: first, 
how great of a life I really have compared to some, and second; how God can 
work in the strangest of ways. Friday was Synod day and it was so cool to meet 
so many people my age that live so close.  Saturday was by far my favorite day. 
That day was my service day, and our group was painting addresses on the curbs 
so it was easier for emergency vehicles to find a place. One thing that really stuck 
out from the trip was that day when painting the white background that the ad-
dress would be painted over in front of a little store, a little kid was out with his 
mom.  He just came up and started asking me a bunch of questions like, "What 

The nightly Gathering.  

Ashley (First Lutheran Church 

Conroy), me, and Austin (Palestine) 

at a photo booth at the Interactive 

Center 
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God is up to something at Fjeldberg 
By Mel Vetter 

 
 What is God up to at Fjeldberg?  You, the Sunday morning worshippers, may 
not realize that all of you are participating in “What God is up to here at Fjeld-
berg”. 

 As you share your voices in song, in confession, in reading the scriptures, in 
prayer, in preaching of the Word, in sharing the peace of the Lord, in sharing 
when a Baptism takes place, in participating in Holy Communion, in sharing 
your children in children sermons, in weddings that are taking place at Fjeld-
berg, in supporting our food pantry, as mentors to our Confirmation students and 
supporting our youth in mission trips and the list goes on!  All of you are part of 
“What God is up to here at Fjeldberg”. 

 Every Sunday morning, Bill Hotchkiss and I have the privilege of sharing what 
God is up to here at Fjeldberg by recording the services and taking the record-
ings to the Huxley Communications Co-op, where they spread your witness to 
the community for the people to see and to listen to. (Listen to on channel 148 or 
Skitter channel 60 where the service is broadcast on Saturday at 7:00 p.m. and 
Sunday at 7:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.) 

 After Jesus Christ had risen from the dead, as recorded in the scriptures, one of 
the Disciples (Thomas) could not believe that He (Jesus) was alive unless he 
could see the wounds and touch the marks on his body.  Then, he (Thomas) 
could believe that Jesus is alive. 

 Every Sunday morning as you worship, you are witnessing that God is real and 
alive and that there is nothing to doubt that He is alive in our lives here at Fjeld-
berg Lutheran. For those in our community that may have doubts in Jesus can 
see “What God is up to here at Fjeldberg”!  What a great way for Fjeldberg to 
show our love for God and each other, as we witness to our community!! 

 Let us give thanks to God for all of us and to keep sharing God’s love to our 
community. 

THANKS BE TO GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW. 

Fjeldberg is searching for a  

Communications Coordinator  
This is a part-time job of 10-12 hours per week.   

If you are interested,  

please see the FLC website for a link to the job description. 

http://www.fjeldberglutheran.org 
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The Social Concerns Committee is in need of two more people to serve 

on their committee.  Contact Jackie Rasmussen if you have questions 

about the duties of this committee or are willing to serve. 

IF YOU LIKE TO COOK…we’re on the lookout for cooks to provide a 

hot or cold potluck for approximately 12 people on Wednesday evenings 

at 6:00 p.m. for the Food Pantry.  If you are interested, please contact 

Jackie Rasmussen at catsrus@huxcomm.net or 597-3105. 

The FOOD PANTRY 

needs:   

• Canned Meat 

• Deodorant 

• Helper Meals 

• Mashed Potatoes 

• Packaged Dinners 

SAVE LOCAL LIVES 

Huxley Community Blood Drive 

Wednesday, August 8th 

2:00 –6:00 PM 

Palestine Lutheran Church 

Fellowship Hall 

Call Deb Moore 515-460-1037 to 

make an appointment. 

God is up to something at Fjeldberg 
The stewardship & evangelism committee invites you to  

Give God the glory as you share a short story 
 

We know that you have witnessed His presence at Fjeldberg. Be creative, be 

bold, be uninhibited, be intentional, go above and beyond in a way you never 

dreamed possible to give God the glory. In 300 words or less share your sto-

ry glorifying what God is up to at Fjeldberg.  

Email your story to fjeldberg.se@gmail.com 
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are you doing?" "Why are you painting?" and stuff like that.  Honestly, it just 
warmed my heart. Not only did I really enjoy the service project from that day, 
but I personally feel they had the best speakers that day. Sadly, the Gathering 
ended on Sunday after an incredible service they provided for us.   
 
That wasn't the end of the trip for us because we then went to NASA. After 
NASA we headed for home.  We arrived back on Monday, July 2nd. 

National Youth Gathering 

Start planning for  

Sunday School this Fall! 

Registration & RALLY Sunday  

are September 9th!! 

We will be wearing our “God’s Work, Our Hands” t-

shirts that day and will be working out in the community 

to serve and help others.  Watch for more information 

regarding this event.  More t-shirts have been ordered so 

we can all be wearing the same shirt. 

Sunday School News 

1) We will be doing Sunday School in the Rotation Format again 

this year.  We would love for you to serve!  Say “YES” when 

called to serve  There will be a teacher gathering on Monday, 

Aug 27, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room. 

2) The Works for God group will be making books that tell the 

story of Jesus’ birth.  They will then distribute them out into 

the community.  For this project they will need your old reli-

gious Christmas cards.  Bring them to the church and place 

them in the box provided.  Contact Kristi Swanson (597-7007) 

if you have questions. 

mailto:catsrus@huxcomm.net
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AUGUST 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed

JULY 29 
 

JULY 30 JULY 31 
 

1 
6:00 PM  The Food Pantry 

is OPEN

5 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00 A  Worship & 
                Communion 
Special Music:   

         Aaron Williams 

10:00 A  Fellowship 

6 7 
 

8 
2:00 P Huxley Community
     Blood Drive 
6:00 P  Food Pantry OPEN
 

12 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00 A  Worship  
10:00 A  Fellowship 
 

13 
 

14 
10:00 A  Pastor’s Bible Study 
  

15 
6:00 P  Food Pantry OPEN
 

19 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00 A  Worship  &  
                Communion 
10:00 A  Fellowship 
  6:30 P  FAITH Sisters 
 

20 
6:30 P  ALL Committees 
              Meet 
7:15 P  Church Council 
             Meets 
 

21 
 

22 
6:00 P  Food Pantry OPEN
6:15 P  Joyful Bells
7:30 P  H.I.S. Choir
 
ITEMS for SEPT OUTREACH
are due in Church Office

26 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
WORSHIP in the PARK 
 9:30 A  Worship    
               (Note Time) 
 

27 
6:30  P  Sunday School  
              Teacher/Leader 
              Gathering 
 

28 
10:00 A  Pastor’s Bible Study 

29 
6:00 P  Food Pantry OPEN
6:15 P  Joyful Bells
7:30 P  H.I.S. Choir

Sunday, August 5th,  

Aaron Williams,  

Principal Percussionist  

with the Des Moines Symphony  

will provide Special Music during the Worship Service.   

Invite friends and family to attend. 

 

AUGUST 2018 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

6:00 PM  The Food Pantry  
is OPEN 

2 
6:30 P  FAITH Sisters Book 
             Study 

3 
Pastor’s Day Out of Office 

4 

Huxley Community 
Blood Drive @ Palestine 

6:00 P  Food Pantry OPEN 

9 
1:00 P   Bible Study at 
              Ballard Creek 
 

10 
Pastor’s Day Out of Office 

11 
 

6:00 P  Food Pantry OPEN 
16 
9:30 A  Gather Bible Study 
1:00 P  Bible Study at 
             Ballard Creek 
6:00 A  JOY Seekers  
     
 

17 
Pastor’s Day Out of Office 

18 
 

6:00 P  Food Pantry OPEN 
6:15 P  Joyful Bells 
7:30 P  H.I.S. Choir 

ITEMS for SEPT OUTREACH 
are due in Church Office 

23 
1:00 P  Bible Study at 
             Ballard Creek 
 
              
 

24 
Pastor’s Day Out of Office 

25 
8:45 A  Meet at Ballard 
Middle School Parking Lot 
to walk in the Prairie Fest 
Parade 

6:00 P  Food Pantry OPEN 
6:15 P  Joyful Bells 
7:30 P  H.I.S. Choir 

30 
1:00 P  Bible Study at 
             Ballard Creek 
 

31 
Pastor’s Day Out of Office 

SEPT 1 
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